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The War in Ukraine and Russo-Japanese Energy Relations: Focusing on the
Case of the Sakhalin Project | LIM Eunjung

Japan has been more critical of Russia’s invasion and war in Ukraine than any other contries
and has imposed sanctions, but its continued involvement in the Sakhalin Project has
raised questions about its motives. This study focuses on the case of the Sakhalin Project to
understand the impact of the war in Ukraine, which continues to reverberate throughout
the global political economy, on the Russo-Japanese energy relations. In the name of supply
diversification for energy security, price stability, and geostrategic calculation between
China and Russia, the “circles of compensation” in the field of gas composed of politicians,
government agencies, industry, and experts have justified the continuation of the Sakhalin
project by decoupling it from sanctions against Russia. While the ultimate consequences of
the decision may depend on future events, such as the outcome of the war, the conclusion of
this study suggests that the decision, having been made by a coalition of actors with shared
interests, is unlikely to be easily reversed in the future.

» Keywords: War in Ukraine, Russo-Japan Relations, Energy Security, Circles of Compensation,

Sakhalin Project

Euthanasia Trials and Controversy about Euthanasia in Japanese Society |
KIM Yulie

This paper analyzes the “euthanasia trials” that have attracted attention in Japanese society
from the postwar period to the present, categorizing them into three types and examining
the characteristics of each. It then investigates the current debate over euthanasia in Japan. In
the first type of euthanasia trial, euthanasia is performed by a family member at the request
of a patient experiencing excruciating pain. In the second type, it is performed by a doctor
at a hospital without the patient’s request. In the last type, the patient themselves searches
for methods of euthanasia through the internet and social media. The change in the types
of euthanasia trials is partly due to changes in the society and the medical environment, but
it can also be attributed to an increased discussion of what constitutes “good death” and the
emphasis on patient’s right to self-determination. By 2030, it is expected that 30% of Japan’s
population will be the aged. Examining the direction in which the debate on “how to die” and
“good death” will progress in Japanese society would provide a clue for solving problems faced
by South Korea, which is experiencing more accelerated population aging than Japan.

» Keywords: euthanasia, death with dignity, right to a self-determined death, super-aged society,

Japanese society
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