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Second, I examine the media of BL comics and its mediation of homosocial solidarity of
fujoshi—factors that determine the orientation of characters and the narrative, and essential
background for understanding this work—in terms of women’s desire.

On the surface, BL Metamorphosis seems to be a calm depiction of the encounter and
friendship between an elderly woman and a high school girl, and changes that occur in their
everyday life within the aging society of Japan.

However, it should be noted that BL which mediates the two characters is closely
associated with women’s sexual desires and fantasies, and what made their exchange
possible was in fact women’s desire that was ultimately expressed and fulfilled through BL.
Furthermore, the process in which the two protagonists form true friendship beyond the 58-
year age gap is juxtaposed with that of BL characters’ romance, suggesting that homosocial
solidarity formed directly or indirectly between main characters and the author of the comics
in the work is as intense and deep as true love between the male characters.

In this sense, rather than only reflecting the aging of otaku/fujoshi, BL Metamorphosis also
illuminates fujoshi’s “miracle bond,” which is paired with the “miracle love” embodied by BL,
that is, the “fantasy as reality” and “reality as fantasy” of fujoshi’s homosocial solidarity.

« Keywords: aging society, boy's love (BL), fujoshi, homosocial, triangular desire, fantasy
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Picturing Consumer Culture of Weddings in the Mid-Edo Period: Konrei
Nishiki Misao-Guruma (Carriage for the Marriage Ceremonies of a Chaste
Maid) by Suzuki Harunobu | KIM Jung Hui

Konrei nishiki misao-guruma (1769) by Suzuki Harunobu vividly depicts Japanese marriage
customs of the Edo period in nishiki-¢ (brocade pictures), or multi-colored woodblock prints.
In this work, Harunobu presents seven illustrations in the sequence of marriage events from
‘introductory meeting (miai) to ‘exchange of gifts (yuins)’ to ‘first childbirth (#izan).” There
has been no scholarly research on Konrei nishiki misao-guruma. The only exception is a short
introductory writing published in The Harunobu Decade: A Catalogue of Woodcuts by Suzuki
Harunobu and His Followers in the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (Leiden: Hotei Pub., 2013).
Here, David Waterhouse provides descriptions of each print from the marriage series and
also suggests the possibility that the series functioned as practical and informative images
to educate young women and brides-to-be on proper wedding etiquette and decorum. This
paper reexamines the existing view of Konrei nishiki misao-guruma by comparing its marriage
scenes with the examples depicted in educational books and wedding manuals. It is well-
known that rich commoners and merchants often used lavish wedding ceremonies to show off

their wealth. Unlike previous examples of the marriage scenes printed mostly in monochrome
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ink, Harunobu’s work using various colors must have been a suitable means of displaying the
splendid and glamorous wedding ceremonies pursued by wealthy Edo people. By analyzing
visual elements like the latest kimono patterns in wedding attire represented in the marriage
scenes of Konrei nishiki misao-guruma, this paper aims to elucidate how successfully Harunobu
conveyed the consumer culture of contemporary marriage ceremonies. It is highly probable
that Harunobu’s work also played a role in promoting wedding goods, encouraging Edo
people to spend more on wedding preparation.

« Keywords: Suzuki Harunobu, Nishikawa Sukenobu, wedding manual, female educational

book, wedding image in the Edo period, kimono pattern, echigoya, ukiyo-e, nishiki-e

Politics and Religion in the Modern Japan: The Intellectual Meaning of Kakei
Katsuhiko’s Theory of Shintoism | KIM Taejin

This paper examines the intellectual and historical meaning of Kakei Katsuhiko’s Shintoism.
For him, God was not an absolute transcendent, but something that all humans could reach.
He thought a man devoted to the state could reach God. Kakei’s intent here is sufficiently
clear. He was, in effect, defending the logic that the people should forget themselves and
devote themselves to the country. It is undeniable that Kakei’s Shintoism is related to the
ultra-nationalism during the Japanese imperialism period. What has to be questioned
here, however, is how Kakei theorizes this logic through religion. His logic seems to be
fundamentally at odds with doctrine of Christianity, but it is not far from pantheistic vitalism
seen by German romanticists at that time. Kakei tried to apply Friedrich Schleiermacher or
Wilhelm Dilthey’s ideas about religion to Shintoism. In so doing, great life was replaced with
God, and everything was viewed as an expression of it. The Japanese emperor was also an
expression of great life, that is Japan’s 2okutai. By disclosing the logic of Kakei’s Shintoims, this
study aims to broaden the relation between politics and religion, thereby providing us with a
more nuanced and holistic account of Shintoism.

« Keywords: Kakei Katsuhiko, kokutai, Shintoism, emperor, vitalism, pantheism

Japan’s Game-Changing Strategy in the Era of Hyper-Uncertainty:

Abe Doctrine, Security Nexus, Value Network | OH Seunghee

This study analyzes Japan’s national security strategy by combining the concept of a game
changer with a situation involving unstable international order. I discuss characteristics and
changes in Japan’s national security strategy, considering aspects such as threat recognition,
external environment change, strategic means, and the game changer as an actor. As the
situations at home and abroad have changed rapidly in the era of hyper-uncertainty, Japan’s
government has been pursuing proactive policies, recognizing that it should create a new and
strong Japan.

This paper explains game-changer Abe Shinzo and the Abe Doctrine that intended to
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