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of Korean study (kukbak).

Paradoxically, his criticism of nationalism was not to criticize modernity itself, but to
emphasize how Korea should pursue modernity properly. It was well illustrated that his
criticism of nationalism has been concluded as another aspect of modernity and democracy.

However, Lee Yong-hee not only pursued the modernity, but also criticized the modernity
whilst moving on to post-modern issues. His criticism of modernity was reflected in his
study on the multiracial nationalism in the early Cold War era and the federalism that led to
regional integration of post-Cold War Europe.

Based on the above analysis, I tried to clarify that his studies began with frustration as a
colonized via his assessment on modernity, reaching a kind of postmodern thought. He made
a postmodern conclusion by using Carl Schmitt’s federal theory including the imperialistic
perspective, whereas avoiding hegemonic conclusions. Moreover, this shows characteristics
of his Politics, which is a discipline for kings who run empires, and how it is connected to
Korean historicity.

- Keywords: modernity, post-modernity, international politics, nationalism, regionalism,

colonial Korea, Lee Yong-hee, E. H. Carr, Carl Schmitt.

Beyond the Japan'’s Reconstruction Culture Theory | BAE Kwan-mun

This paper reviews Japanese ideas and aesthetics related to “reconstruction” while verifying the
analysis of Fukushima Ryota’s Reconstruction Culture Theory: Genealogy of Japanese Creation. His
Reconstruction Culture Theory is clearly fresh in that it reverses the conventional concepts of
traditional literature and thought history. However, a closer look brings up a question whether
his argument is eventually very similar to the ‘reconstruction’logic of the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.
This does not mean that the significance of Japanese culture theory, which can be read
consistently to some extent as “reconstruction,” should be completely denied. I think highly of
the fact that such a view began to be actively discussed in terms of “disaster literature” after the
Tohoku Earthquake, and I stand with it. However, I consider it necessary to carefully examine
what the Reconstruction Culture Theory of “Japan” means from the perspectives of “local” and
“region,” which is missing in the reconstruction discourses on both sides.

In this light, I would like to ask whether Fukushima Ryota’s reconstruction discourse
— despite his own denial — neglects “local” and “region” by being preoccupied with national
traditions, history and nationalism. In addition, I examined what position the classical works
cited by Fukushima Ryota took on the “local” and “regional” reconstruction rather than
national reconstruction. This is because I expected that classical literature, which had emerged
before the appearance of the modern state, would explain ‘disaster’ and ‘reconstruction’ from a
different perspective from today. I think this will open a new perspective on “local” and “region,”
which are easy to forget in the name of “reconstruction of Japan.”

« Keywords: disaster, reconstruction, Fukushima Ryota, local, regional
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