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JAPANESE PERCEPTION OF KOREA AND (DE)COLONIZATION
Korea as Parergon: The Tangle of Universalism and Asianism | SHIM Hee Chan

This article examines the perception of Korea in modern Japan and its formation process using
Jacques Derrida’s concept of ‘Parergon.” Since ancient times, Korea has existed as a ‘Paregon’
of Japanese history, especially in the construction of self-contained Japanese history during
the formation of a nation state. Susanoo, a mythological figure deeply related to the Korean
Peninsula, was the one connecting Japan to a circuit of regional universality. Confucian
scholars interpreted Japanese mythology rationally based on the common methodology in
East Asia. Meanwhile, Motoori Norinaga rejected the currentist view and insisted on the
documental archaeology which was to interpret myths as they were. In this process, Korea
served as a decisive opportunity for the historians for the establishment of a discourse on the
origin of Japan. The confrontation between the rationalist interpretation and the archaeological
methodology led to the conflicts between historians and Shintoist in the late 19th century, at
the core of which was the question of how to establish relations between Korea and Japan. The
confrontation between universalism and specialism over Korea as a ‘Paregon’ was absorbed and
resulted in the invasive Asianism.

« Keywords: Parergon, Susanoo, The Hinokami Controversy, universalism, Asianism

The Birth of Criticism on Colonialism in Postwar Japan: In the Cases of
Tsurumi Shunsuke and Suzuki Michihiko | YONETANI Masafumi
In this paper, while paying attention to the 1960s speeches of the philosopher Shunsuke

Tsurumi (1922~2015) and the French literary scholar Suzuki Michihiko (1929~), I shed light
on the process of generation of criticism regarding colonialism in post-war Japan. Whilst
discussing the anti-war movement in Vietnam and the harm that Japan has done to Asia in
Beheiren, Tsurumi Shunsuke criticized Japan’s colonialism of Joseon by producing the relevant
ideologies and movements. They were inspired by Kim Dong-hee and Rim Seok-kyun, the
military deserters forcibly detained in the Omura Camp.

Inspired by the Algerian War of Independence, the activities of Jeanson Network,
which supported French military deserters, and “Manifesto of the 121,” Suzuki Michihiko

discussed Japanese civic responsibility for Joseon. He accepted Frantz Fanon’s thoughts and
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