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Educational Gap and Social Mobility in Japan:

A Review for Exploring the Possibility of Comparative Research

| CHUNG Inkwan

This study aims to present the issues of the educational gap and trends in intergenerational
social mobility in Japanese society by organizing past studies on these topics. Prior research
has shown that inequality in educational opportunities in Japan persists despite the rapid
expansion of upper secondary and tertiary education, and claims that this tendency may grow
further are also gaining traction. In terms of the educational gaps, the association between
educational attainment and occupational status has traditionally been weak in Japanese
culture, but following a long recession, the gap between college graduates and low-educated
people is widening. Japanese society has a high absolute and consistent relative mobility
rate when it comes to intergenerational social mobility. Given that Korea and Japan have
similar social and historical experiences, we expect that the comparison of the two countries,
particularly focusing on the Japanese instance, will provide insight into the solutions to Korea’s
current inequality and social mobility issues. In this regard, we evaluate the data available in
Korea and Japan for comparative research, as well as some new problems to be investigated in
the two nations.

- Keywords: Japan, social mobility, educational gap, inequality in educational opportunity,

social mobility and social stratification survey (SSM)

ARTICLES

Japanese Discourse on Civilization in the1880’s

:Two Cases of Attitude Toward Social Darwinism and Unitarianism

| LEE Saebom

This paper is about Nakamura Masanao and Fukuzawa Yukichi, who led the discourse on

Japan’s civilization in the early Meiji period. Following the early Meiji period, they continued

to contemplate the method of realizing civilization in the 1880s. In this context, the focus of

this paper will be on why they had such high expectations on Unitarianism. Another point

of this paper’s interest is how these two intellectuals reacted to Social Darwinism at the

time. Social Darwinism was introduced to Japanese intellectuals in the 1880s and instantly it

became the hottest issue. However, Nakamura and Fukuzawa barely showed any interest in

Social Darwinism. Instead, one may say that they were more sympathetic to Unitarianism.
This paper considers the fact that Nakamura and Fukuzawa actively showed their

sympathy to Unitarianism while keeping their distance from the Social Darwinism are two

aspects of their understanding of civilization. And it is believed that the logic of Confucianism,

which was based on their academic and ideological basis, acted as the main cause for these
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