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“GAKUREKI SHAKAI'; EDUCATIONAL GAP AND SOCIAL MOBILITY:

INQUIRY INTO JAPAN’S EXPERIENCE

The Expansion of Higher Education and School Hierarchy in Modern Japan

| CHOI Jamyung

Despite the audacious faith of mid-twenty-century educational sociologists that educational
expansion should promote a democratic, egalitarian, and affluent society, there emerged a
significant gap in the prestige of different schools, and their graduates. This article explores
how a gap between privileged and modest universities, and between four-year universities
and schools of lesser ranks appeared and persisted in late developing Japan. The architects of
Japanese school system who envisioned to train elites entrusted with the modernization of
the country, were also the employers of those elites as well. They gave significant professional
privileges graduates of Tokyo Imperial University, Japan’s first university, distinguishing these
highly educated, well paid mental workers in the state bureaucracy, business, and schools from
undereducated manual workers with modest wages. Educators and students from schools
established later than Tokyo Imperial University, tried to upgrade their rank to university, like
Tokyo Imperial University, for students’ better careers. In this process, they added another
higher educational institution by upgrading the rank of their alma mater, but solidified the
hierarchy of mental and manual labor, and of higher educational institutions and secondary
schools. Educators and students accomplished the upgrade of a school rank by approving
those hierarchies and going up the ladder, not by destroying the hierarchies of school ranks
and occupations. Also, educators of latecomer schools, even if they managed to upgrade their
schools to the rank of university, could not be as popular as old universities such as Tokyo
Imperial University, for these old universities were believed to have a strong alumni network
and good teachers, and their reputations reproduced themselves. By looking at this process, I
examine the ways a credential hierarchy and class barriers took shape through the expansion
of higher education led by state officials, educators and students.

- Keywords: State, Higher Education, Credential, Profession, Upgrade of School Rank

Institutional Composition of Vocational Abilities in Japan’s Recruitment
System for College Graduates | CHO Jung woo
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Recently, in South Korea, the demand for meritocracy and fairness has expanded beyond
social controversy to political agenda. The employment of college graduates is the critical point
where that demand is most sensitively conflicted. This paper examines the method by which
vocational ability is defined in the Japanese college graduate labor market as a reference point
for relativizing the controversy in Korea. For this, I analyze the process by which the image
of ability has been constructed by the historical changes in the Japanese college graduate
recruitment system. The focus of the analysis is to show the institutional process in which
vocational ability has been defined a selection criterion.

- Keywords: meritocracy, labor market, college graduate, recruitment system, vocational ability

Characteristics of Japan’s Response to the Problem of Disparity

| KIM JiYoung

The purpose of this article is to analyze the way Japanese society responded to the disparity
problem by examining the process by which the disparity problem in Japan has been
transformed into a social and political problem since 2000. For this purpose, in this paper,
based on literature data, statistical data of the Japanese government, analyzed the reasons
why the disparity problem became visible after 2000 and the policy and academic responses
to the disparity problem. The main research results are as follows. First, the reason Japan’s
disparity problem became visible after 2000 despite the fact that objective disparity indicators
deteriorated from the 1990s is because the collapse of the Japanese-style management system
started in the late 1990s. In Japan, the problem of disparity became visible after the late 1990s
when the ratio of male full-time employees began to drop sharply. Second, the disparity
problem was visualized under the influence of the discussion on the ‘gap of hope’ and the
policy lines of the Koizumi administration, and through this, it emerged as a socio-political
problem. Third, the disparity problem is not small in that it played a role in giving a new
perspective to Japanese class studies. The disparity problem in Japan served as an opportunity
to reveal the limitations of the Japanese-style employment system, draw attention to the issue
of fixation of the gap, and strongly emphasize the need to redefine the direction of Japanese
society.

- Keywords: a society of disparity, Gap of hope, Koizumi administration, the consciousness that

almost all people belong to middle-class

Transformation of the Japanese Secondary Education System and the
Educational Gap | CHOI Gayoung

This paper examined the aspects of the education gap by analyzing PISA results from 2003
to 2018, focusing on the relationship between Japan’s secondary education system and
the education gap. By doing that, this study scrutinized how the characteristics of Japan’s

education system affected the differences in educational performance by one’s background.
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