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“GAKUREKI SHAKAI'; EDUCATIONAL GAP AND SOCIAL MOBILITY:

INQUIRY INTO JAPAN’S EXPERIENCE

The Expansion of Higher Education and School Hierarchy in Modern Japan

| CHOI Jamyung

Despite the audacious faith of mid-twenty-century educational sociologists that educational
expansion should promote a democratic, egalitarian, and affluent society, there emerged a
significant gap in the prestige of different schools, and their graduates. This article explores
how a gap between privileged and modest universities, and between four-year universities
and schools of lesser ranks appeared and persisted in late developing Japan. The architects of
Japanese school system who envisioned to train elites entrusted with the modernization of
the country, were also the employers of those elites as well. They gave significant professional
privileges graduates of Tokyo Imperial University, Japan’s first university, distinguishing these
highly educated, well paid mental workers in the state bureaucracy, business, and schools from
undereducated manual workers with modest wages. Educators and students from schools
established later than Tokyo Imperial University, tried to upgrade their rank to university, like
Tokyo Imperial University, for students’ better careers. In this process, they added another
higher educational institution by upgrading the rank of their alma mater, but solidified the
hierarchy of mental and manual labor, and of higher educational institutions and secondary
schools. Educators and students accomplished the upgrade of a school rank by approving
those hierarchies and going up the ladder, not by destroying the hierarchies of school ranks
and occupations. Also, educators of latecomer schools, even if they managed to upgrade their
schools to the rank of university, could not be as popular as old universities such as Tokyo
Imperial University, for these old universities were believed to have a strong alumni network
and good teachers, and their reputations reproduced themselves. By looking at this process, I
examine the ways a credential hierarchy and class barriers took shape through the expansion
of higher education led by state officials, educators and students.

- Keywords: State, Higher Education, Credential, Profession, Upgrade of School Rank

Institutional Composition of Vocational Abilities in Japan’s Recruitment
System for College Graduates | CHO Jung woo
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