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through “patriotism,” an emotion which cannot be converted into visible value such as “beauty,”
is problematic. This is why Abe appears to have radical understanding of postwar democracy,
yet on the other hand it can also be understood as a very conservative viewpoint, in light of
Mishima Yukio who also advocated the necessity of political aesthetics.

Though it was an important political role of the pre-war Emperor (Ten-no) to bestow
beauty on the war dead, Abe, deviating from the old understanding of the political role of the
Emperor, only acknowledges Emperor as a figure who prays for the safety of life.

After all, this shows that Abe’s concept of “beauty” falls into victim of the postwar legal
order which paradoxically internalized the conflicting aspects of radicalism and conservatism.
Lacking any awareness on the matter, Abe revised the law in order to intensify the legal
enforcement under a false pretense of “the safety of life,” which led to further transcendence
of the law. In this sense, Abe is more threatening than Mishima, who placed his hope on the
beauty in order to suspend the enforcement of the law.

« Keywords: Far-right, conservatism, political aesthetics, Abe Shinzo, Mishima Yukio, Legal

violence

Kobayashi Yoshinori and Caricaturing Japanese Populism | HAN Jung Sun

This paper explores the strategies and workings of Japanese populism by focusing on the car-
icatures of Kobayashi Yoshinori. Kobayashi is a well-known cartoonist and his works have
been influential in shaping popular opinions on various issues of contemporary Japanese
society. In this paper, I limit the scope of analysis on the piece entitled Sensoron, since this is
the piece that has been widely received by people in and outside of Japan and has made him
a popular social pundit. In analyzing Kobayashi’s strategies of narrating “history issues” and
of visualizing such narratives, I identify three strategies respectively for the narrative and the
visualization. As for the narrative strategies, they are 1) anti-establishment, 2) common-sense
centrism, and 3) nation centrism. As for the visualization strategies, they are 1) deformation, 2)
symbolization, and 3) complanation.

« Keywords: Caricature, Anti-establishment, Common sense, Nation, Deformation,

Symbolization, Complanation

The Defense Framework in Postwar Japan: The Design and Practical
Procedures of the SDF by the Japanese Right-Wings | SEO Min Gyo
This paper analyzes the process of rearmament in postwar Japan from 1948 to 1950s
during which the Self-Defense Force was established, and tries to understand how Japan’s
rearmament was designed and what characterized its practical procedures.

As the rearmament process became fully in progress in the 1950s, the recruitment of
the military officials of the Imperial Army, the idea which was originally rejected, became

inevitable. In this sense, it is essential to pay attention to the activities of the cooperative
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