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paintings were returned to Japan further research on remains to be done these paintings still.

« Keywords: Asia-Pacific War Era, Japanese War Painting, propaganda, booty, return, GHQ

Gakushuin and the ‘Politicization’ of Japanese Imperial Court | KIM Hyung Jin
This article is a study about gakushuin [5E7], the educational institution for the nobles
of the Japanese imperial court established in 1847. The existing research has uncovered that
gakushuin played a crucial role for the political emerging of the imperial court at the dawn of
Japan’s modernization.

The role of gakushuin within the context of ‘politicization’ of imperial court can be divided
into two parts. First, the academic activities in the gakushuin aroused ‘political consciousness’
among court nobles. Second, its ‘space’ was used as the stage for politics. Yet at least the former
role of gakushuin as the medium for the ‘politicization’ of the imperial court has only been
uniformly and vaguely evaluated, and it lacks detailed examination of its cause and the process.
The gakushuin was founded in order to ‘reform the morals [JEf#] of young middle- and lower
class nobles. Therefore, the policy of ‘personality education’ whose disciplines were based
especially on Confucianism was strongly reinforced. But because many of the educators at
gakushuin were heavily influenced by a vigorous Sonns ideology like that of Asami Keisai, in
the actual course of study, the ‘political consciousness’ of young court nobles did not reflect the
initial purpose of the court education. In addition, since the leaders of the court in the 1840s
had also been deeply influenced by Sonns ideology, they were not particularly alarmed by this
growing trend in court education.

As a consequence, gakushuin overstepped the early goal of court leaders, and eventually led to
the revolt against ‘early modern imperial court system’ by the middle- and lower class nobles
when an issue came to light regarding 1858 US-Japan Treaty of Amity and Commerce.
Keywords: Gakushuin, Japanese Imperial Court, court nobles (Kuge), Emperor of Japan

(Tenno), Bakumatsu, Sonné ideology
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