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Minorities in Japan

Toward Non-Essential and Inclusive Research on Minority | SHIN Ki Young
This article aims at presenting non-essential concepts and an inclusive methodology for
minority research. The first part of this article is devoted to an overview of the historical
development of the concept of ‘minority’ as there have been in Japan and worldwide. The
second part examines the recent feminist theories on structural oppression and discrimination
of minority social groups, as offered by Iris Young, Chizuko Ueno, and by Black feminist
theorists. In doing so, this article discusses how Young’s concepts of ‘social group’ and
‘structural oppression’, and Ueno’s concept of ‘complex discrimination’ can help us perceive
minority groups as non-essential social groups, historically constructed vis-a-vis the dominant
‘majority’ of their society. This study finds particularly useful the Intersectionality approach
originally employed by Black feminists. This is because the Intersectionality approach can
serve as a tool for analyzing the complex identity formation of the minority, as well as their
structural subordination to the majority by highlighting the mutually constitutive relations
among different social identities fostered by their structural positions and socially meaningful
categories such as nation, ethnicity, gender, or class.

« Keywords: Minority, Identity, Intersectionality, Social Group, Complex Discrimination

A Study on Joseon-jok’s Immigration to Japan: Japan as a Nation-State and
Enterprises for Accepting Foreign Nationals | KWON Hyang Suk

This paper locates the problem of the Joseon-jok (the so-called Korean-Chinese)’s
immigration to Japan in the context of Japan’s acceptance of international students and foreign
workers, and considers the implications thereof. Firstly, it roughly describes the current state
of the Joseon-jok living in Japan, defining them as the ‘Invisible Minorities.” Secondly, it
considers the Joseon-jok’s immigration to Japan, which started in the early 1980s in association
with Japan’s acceptance of international students and foreign workers. Lastly, it looks into
the policies that worked in the background. In conclusion, this paper argues that the Joseon-
jok’s immigration to Japan is deeply tied to the Japanese legal system and its policies involving
Japan’s acceptance of international students and foreign workers. This means that the Joseon-

jok’s immigration to Japan must be understood in the context of the new set of policies of

334 UJHH]H 8%



	마이너리티 이론의 탐색
	1. 머리말
	2. 국제사회에서 본 마이너리티
	3. 일본의 마이너리티
	4. 영의 ‘사회집단’ 개념과 구조적 억압
	5. 우에노(上野)의 복합차별론
	6. 교차성(Intersectionality)이론과 마이너리티
	7. 결론
	국문초록
	Abstract


