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Gokoro Intellectuals’ Conservatism in Postwar Japan _ JANG In Sung

In the context of the post-Cold War and globalization Japanese
conservatives’ activities to promote national identity and patriotism have
become prominent. Accordingly it seems dailylife conservatism respecting
the life and freedom of the individual is decreasing. Japanese conservatism,
however, cannot be properly explained without investigating into the
Japanese way of acting and thinking in their life. Dailylife conservatism in
postwar Japan can be grasped by probing into conservative intellectuals’
activities and writings in the monthly literature magazine Gokoro
(1948~1981).

“Old liberalists” including Yoshishige Abe, Saneatsu Mushanokoji and
Naoya Shiga, who had conveyed cultural liberalism in Daisho period,
reappeared as liberal conservatives, forming a flexible cluster of
conservative intellectuals to cope with the post-war intellectual change.
Gokoro intellectuals expressed their conservatism based on cultural
liberalism while keeping a considerable distance from Sekai intellectuals’
progressivism and being antaganistic to Shisono Kagaku intellectuals’
scientism.

Gokoro conservatives respected liberal culture and experience rather than
politics and theory. They believed Japan must make a cultural liberal state,
not a political democratic state Japanese progressivists tried to realize. They
favored Japan’s change inducing by people’s concrete experience where
the will to life worked, not its radical innovation deducing from theorists’
abstract ideas. While respecting individuals’ freedom they thought it must
not harm the order of the community. They assumed the real peace can be
constructed with the will to life and struggle, criticizing the progressivists’
abstract ideas of absolute peace. Gokoro conservatism had to see the rise
of militant conservatism when cultural liberalism had faced the competitive

context of economic growth and globalization.
Keywords : Gokoro, Sekai, Shisono Kagaku, postwar Japan, Gokoro group,
old liberalists, conservatism, liberalism, Culturalism, progressivism,

scientism, individual, freedom, experience
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