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Japan’s Quest for East Asian Community and China:ldea and Reality

_ LEE Cheol Ho

Japan’s quest for East Asian Community represents a metamorphosis of
Japanese deplomacy in 21st century. This paper reviews political contents
of Japanese regional community idea in the context of ‘the return of East
Asia’ and ‘the rise of China’, and seeks to find its implications for the
evolution of East Asia and the transformation of regional order. Paying
attention to the fact that the post-international political features of the East
Asian regionalism are deeply rooted in the traditional regional order, this
article sends Japan’s regional community policy back to the structure and
longlasting patterns of East Asian time-space. In doing so, it reflects the
particularity of East Asian regionalism and investigates the double face of

Japanese regional policy.

Keywords : Japan, East Asia, regionalism, China, community, ASEAN

The Rise of the Chinese Economy and Sino-Japanese Economic Relations

_ KIM Kyu Pan

This paper sheds light on the rise of the Chinese economy as one of
the G-2 members in the 21st century, and further inspects the so called
‘China Risk’ and ‘Chinese Threat to Japan’ arguments in terms of economic
perspective. First of all, it is confirmed that the Chinese economy may fall
into the middle-income trap mainly due to their firms’ low-level technology,
low fertility rates, population aging, and wage push. However, it is shown
that ‘Chinese threat to Japan’ in terms of economic perspective may not be
as serious as it is expected. Recently, ‘Chinese Threat to Japan’ has been
realized in a series of diplomatic episodes such as Japanese government’s
suspension of ODA commitments to China, and Japan-China conflicts over
natural resource development in East China Sea. Notwithstanding these
diplomatic conflicts between Japan and China, there is no evidence that
Chinese firms dominate Japanese domestic markets or the growing increase
of Japanese firms’ FDI into China cause deindustrialization of Japan. These
findings imply that the Japan-China economic relationship should be

considered as mutually complementary, rather than incompatible.
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