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present essay analyzes in broad perspective those texts which show the
changing viewpoint of the perceiver, Japan, in the midst of the formation
and development of China study in Japan before and after the war.
Furthermore, it suggests that China study confronts China as object and
method of study on the one hand and task of thought on the other, and
that Japanese intellectuals’ reflective thought and their setting-up of task of

thought are changing amid the dynamic relation of history and reality.

Keywords : Japan, China, Japan’s Sinology, Japan’s viewpoint on China, China

Study, Takeuchi Yoshimi, Mizoguchi Yuzo, Yamamuro Shinichi

From Despising, Relishing and Longing to Fearing—How Modern Japanese
Intellectuals Have Represented China _LIU Jianhui

In recent years, witnessing the ever-intensifying growth of China’s national
power, the idea of “China as a threat” predominates Japanese media. For
the last 150 years since Meiji Restoration, China has never been this much
of a threat to Japan. It is not difficult to comprehend such rise of debates
as “China as a threat” as well as “China-collapsing theory”, considering
that Japan has never faced such high degree of current shifts surrounding
its region. The problem, however, is that it is questionable whether such
series of perception toward China today are truly based on the logical
understandings toward China’s history, especially of the modern period.
Since the Meiji period, Japan has observed and perceived China based
on its quantified as well as qualitative dominant-subordinate relationships
which, with the growing receptiveness towards the West that took place
during Japan’s modernization process, had replaced the contextual
understandings based on the chronological timeline. Accordingly, Japan
adopted every reasoning of the modern states to project China as the
object of despising, relishing, and longing (which dominated only for a
short while after the end of the WWII). However, all these projections can
only be described as either the “virtual image” or the “misunderstandings”
as the result of ignoring or failing to obtain a genuine recognition of the
hundreds of years of process, during which the collapse of the mammoth
“empire” and the reconstruction of a single nation-state took place. And
today’s perception of “China as a threat” is nothing but a natural apodosis
of such previous misconceptions toward China.

I am not trying to argue that the “rise of China” is without its problems.



There is no question that the process of transformation—from what used
to be a mammoth “empire” to today’s “nation-state”—has left China with
contradiction, disorder, and insurgent that prevail its society today. The
task is how to historicize these series of phenomena and understand their
internal logic. It seems that Japan today is continuing to produce an “image

of China without China.”

Keywords : representation of China, nation-state, identity, China-relishing,

sense of atonement, revolution, longing, China as a threat

The Emergence of China and Changes of Chinese Community in Japan
_SON An Suk

This paper analyzes emergence of China as the major power in Northeast
Asia in terms of movement of overseas Chinese (%) and international
Chinese students. Since the 1980s, China’s economic development’s huge
impact on Northeast Asia and the world economy is undeniable. How does
this emergence of China affect Chinese communities in Japan? This paper
outlines overseas Chinese communities and its changes concentrating on
Nagasaki(£i#) in the Meiji era, Kobegfij) in Taisho era, Yokohama (##yz
in Showa era, and then introduce dramatically increasing Chinese students
in Japan by statistics from Immigration Bureau of Japan Admission( [ ku#s
“AEER) and Japan Immigration Association(A%4:) since the reform
and opening-up of China.

By introducing Chinese community which began to form in Tokyo
Tkebukuro(yh4¥) in 1990, this paper shows how Japanese society responded
to new foreign communities’ formation through a magazine called The
immigration newsmagazine (T[Es Ait;) which is being published by Japan
Immigration Association. After the 1980s’ reform and opening up, on
the basis of economic power in Northeast Asia, China is emerging as a
superpower. This paper studied whether this status of China can overcome
model of Japan as a good student, and propose a new model. This paper
attempts to examine Japan’s current status by whether Chinese or foreign
communities are acceptable in Japanese society, which since the modern
nation-state, have pursued homogeneous ethnic group nation. How the
single ethnic consisted and therefore strongly homogenous society reacts
with formation of a foreign community is not only Japan’s concern, but

also reflects our own self-portrait.
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