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HEZ= Abstract

In Search of ‘Thought’: Japan’s Viewpoint on China and Its Sinology _YANG It Mo

From economic and military perspectives, China is now emerging as
leading power on the international political stage, but some of the Japanese
critics still consider it as a mere military threat or even a country of chaos.
This Japanese view of China can not be regarded as belonging to the
independent thought process on its own. Rather, it is kind of a correlated
function which is changing with the two countries’s mutual conditions.
And the nature of the mutual conditions has close connection with the
issues over the hegemony in the East Asian international world order,
which appeared amid the building of modern nation-state and the rising of
capitalistic world system.

More prominent in the Japanese observation and research on China
are the elements of its viewpoint and idea than the grasping of the
actual conditions of China; it is actually a problem concerning Japanese
perspective on China and its awareness and imagination. Accordingly,
some descriptions like anti- or pro-China(dislike or intimacy) is only
superficial aspects of Japanese perception of China. Perception is a
complex relation between the perceiver and the perceived, and depending
on superficial aspects is apt to simplify the relation. It is necessary for
perception to take into consideration the perceiver’s viewpoint and the
change of the perceived beyond superficiality.

Examining the perceiver’s viewpoint should include inquiring into where
the viewpoint on China stands in time, and it should belong to scientific
interrogation in a reflective vein. Researches concerning the study of the
Chinese Classics in ancient Japan, Sinology in the Meiji period and the
China study before and after the war were only attempts to grasp the
actual conditions of China and endeavor full of agony to demand the self-

reflection of the perceiver; ‘Why we the Japanese talk of China?. The
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present essay analyzes in broad perspective those texts which show the
changing viewpoint of the perceiver, Japan, in the midst of the formation
and development of China study in Japan before and after the war.
Furthermore, it suggests that China study confronts China as object and
method of study on the one hand and task of thought on the other, and
that Japanese intellectuals’ reflective thought and their setting-up of task of

thought are changing amid the dynamic relation of history and reality.

Keywords : Japan, China, Japan’s Sinology, Japan’s viewpoint on China, China

Study, Takeuchi Yoshimi, Mizoguchi Yuzo, Yamamuro Shinichi

From Despising, Relishing and Longing to Fearing—How Modern Japanese
Intellectuals Have Represented China _LIU Jianhui

In recent years, witnessing the ever-intensifying growth of China’s national
power, the idea of “China as a threat” predominates Japanese media. For
the last 150 years since Meiji Restoration, China has never been this much
of a threat to Japan. It is not difficult to comprehend such rise of debates
as “China as a threat” as well as “China-collapsing theory”, considering
that Japan has never faced such high degree of current shifts surrounding
its region. The problem, however, is that it is questionable whether such
series of perception toward China today are truly based on the logical
understandings toward China’s history, especially of the modern period.
Since the Meiji period, Japan has observed and perceived China based
on its quantified as well as qualitative dominant-subordinate relationships
which, with the growing receptiveness towards the West that took place
during Japan’s modernization process, had replaced the contextual
understandings based on the chronological timeline. Accordingly, Japan
adopted every reasoning of the modern states to project China as the
object of despising, relishing, and longing (which dominated only for a
short while after the end of the WWII). However, all these projections can
only be described as either the “virtual image” or the “misunderstandings”
as the result of ignoring or failing to obtain a genuine recognition of the
hundreds of years of process, during which the collapse of the mammoth
“empire” and the reconstruction of a single nation-state took place. And
today’s perception of “China as a threat” is nothing but a natural apodosis
of such previous misconceptions toward China.

I am not trying to argue that the “rise of China” is without its problems.
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