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culture as impotent. Ever since the defeat in the WWII weakened Japan as a nation, the
Otaku culture has provided a kind of psychological refuge. His objective is to overcome
its impotent culture by combining it with the Pop art. In addition to this, it has been
pointed out that he allusively desires to place Japan as a state’ at the center of this
‘recovery process’ by reestablishing the omnipotence of art through his latest works.

The year 2012 will mark Atom’s 60th birthday. However, the recent Fukushima Nuclear
Accident has triggered not only ‘the death of Atom’ but also ‘the death of hope’ within
the Otaku culture, which have helped the Japanese people to overcome the postwar
impotence. In this sense, Murakami has pursued his artworks to obtain an ultimate
power to redeem the vacuum of hope in the era of prolonged Two Lost Decades.
Nevertheless, his desire might not be fulfilled with his entrepreneurial success because
such success is inevitably a part of side-effects of the present-day neoliberalism, of
which the Japanese society must find its way out, in oder to overcome the collapse of
the bubble-economy. What, then, could be the new cultural symbol of hope that drives

Japan throughout the era where the myth is already dead?

Keywords : Takashi Murakami, otaku culture, Pop art, art market, two lost decades,
neoliberalism, bubble economy, Fukushima nuclear accident, Tetsuwan Atom,

Uchusenkan Yamato, Doraemon

‘Nihonkyo’ and ‘Spirituality’: Weighing ‘Inner Space’ of the Contemporary
Japanese on the Scale of Religion_PARK Kyu Tae

The purpose of this paper is to examine the ‘inner space’ of the contemporary Japanese
people through the analyses of the various discourses of “Spirituality” in terms of
New-New-Religion, New Spiritual Movement, and subcultural phenomena from the
1970s, especially after the Aum affair in 1995. T begin the analysis with the concept of
“Nihonkyo” (Japan as a religion), which is a connterintuitive invention by Yamamoto
Shichihei. First of all, T will present a general survey of the definition and distinctions
of Nihonkyo based on the notions of human and “kami”(god). And then, I will attempt
to combine the discourse of Nihonkyo with “Nihonjinron” (Japan’s dominant identity
discourse), mainly from the perspective of nationalism. I will then explore the nature of
the world of “Spirituality” in the contemporary Japanese society in relation to three key
concepts, such as Kokoro (mind), Healing, and Pursuit of Self. Furthermore, T will try
to present a “psychoanalysis on Japan” or “analysis on the Japanese Mind” in terms of
“balance” and “subject”, paying special attention to some similarities between Nihonkyo
and discourses of Spirituality in the aspects of religion, nationalism, identity, and
consumer goods. In conclusion, this paper presents the view of not only the balance
of the scale in Nihonkyo, but also the possibility of Spiritual Revolution as a kind of

individual revolution.

Keywords : Yamamoto Shichihei, Nihonkyo, Nihonjinron, spirituality, New-New-Religion,

New Spiritual Movement
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