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world, the viewer’s playing with the object of his or her ‘gaze’ is in a way an act of consolation
and escapism. In addition, in order to further immerse themselves in the name of ‘Masako,’
they have created and enforced the pretext of official duties. This process of immersion is a
way of exposing the problem of the reality in which values that should be protected failed to
be upheld, and a way of defending oneself against such problem and consoling oneself for
having to live in a violent reality. Empress Masako’s narrative functions as a ‘mirror image’ in
the semantic effects that occur in the process of public acceptance of the emperor system.

» Keywords: Masako, Signifier, Fantasy, Symbolic Emperor System, Power of Gaze, Mirror Image

Media and Royal Scandal: Focusing on Japan’s Media Coverage of Princess
Mako’s Marriage | KIM Bokyoung

This research investigates the media’s coverage of Princess Mako of Japan's marriage scandal,
examining the subsequent impact on the relationship between the Imperial Family and
the media. The study focuses on three main areas: the media’s depiction of the marriage as
reflective of broader challenges faced by the Japanese Imperial Family; the construction and
basis of the so-called ‘national’ public opinion in the media leading to extensive criticism;
and the Imperial Family’s reaction to the media coverage, exploring its implications for their
interaction with media and society during the Reiwa era. The analysis centers on the role of
magazines and newspapers, the key in reporting scandals involving the Imperial Family. A
range of sources was analyzed to understand the Imperial Family’s view on the media coverage
and to assess the reality of the frequently mentioned ‘national’ public opinion. These sources
included Emperor Naruhito’s birthday press conference, Princess Mako’s wedding press
conference, comments from the wedding press conference video posted on YouTube, public
opinion polls, and social media responses to magazine articles.
Prior to the couple’s engagement, weekly media publications portrayed Komuro as
a future member of the Imperial Family, insinuating that the taxpayer-funded lump sum
to Princess Mako would benefit him, leading to heightened media criticism. The media
rationalized their coverage as serving the public’s right to know and highlighting issues
pertinent to the Imperial Family. However, an analysis of public opinion surveys and online
discussions showed that the ‘national’ opinion purportedly represented by the media did not
actually exist. Remarkably, the Imperial Family openly criticized the media’s depiction of
the scandal, a departure from their usual stance. Yet, this criticism appeared insufficient to
establish a new paradigm in the relationship between the media and the Imperial Family. This
study highlights the intricate relationship between media portrayals, public opinion, and the
evolving role of the Japanese Imperial Family in contemporary society.
» Keywords: Princess Mako, Kei Komuro, Weekly Magazine, the Reiwa Imperial Family, Female
Imperial Household, Lump Sum Payment, Imperial Family Taboo (Chrysanthemum

taboo), Public Opinion
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