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lifelong reign and the one-era-one-name system. In addition, the possibility of the National
Diet’s involvement in the issue of posthumous titles was excluded. When the first succession to
the throne after the war occurred, the prewar systems of one-era-one-name and one-name-one-
title were reaffirmed. And the recent revival of abdication before the emperor’s death and the
title of emperor emeritus were also regarded as exceptional events. In this way, the status of era
names and posthumous titles as symbols of the times continues throughout prewar and postwar
periods and to this day, which in turn contributes to the survival of Japanese emperor system.
*Keywords: Era Name, Posthumous Title, One-Era-One-Name System, One-Name-One-
Title System, Imperial House Law, Ascension Ordinance, Imperial House Funeral

Ordinance, Era Name Act, Emperor Meiji, Ito Hirobumi

The Meaning of ‘Symbols’ Revisited through Okotoba: The Duality of
Emperors in the Heisei Period | KIM Taejin
This study aims to deal with Emperor Akihito’s Okotoba as a literary, ideological, and

political text. “Message from His Majesty: The Emperor (August 8, 2016)” is a text where
the Emperor himself defines the role of the emperor as the symbol of the state. Here, it is
worth recalling that the concept of a symbol itself is an ambiguous and politically charged
term from the beginning. In this vein, under the symbolic emperor system in postwar Japan,
the emperor’s duties cannot be regarded simply as non-political. This study focuses on the
body politic through which the Emperor represents himself by analyzing Emperor Akihito’s
Okotoba. Through this, I reveal how the Emperor intends to represent Japan and the Japanese
people. As a result, this study suggests that the Emperor Akihito is planning the body politic
regenerated in an aging society as an institution, creating a community of affect through
physicality that speaks and listens to the people, and functioning as the symbol of the state
and the unity of the people through the body that prays and travels. As such, Emperor Akihito
represents the duality of the past and the future, authority and power, a symbol of the Japanese
state and unity of the people, and the kokutai and democracy.

» Keywords: Akihito, Emperor, Okotoba, Heisei, Symbol, Representation

Japanese Emperor System in the Era of Social Media: The Dynamics of
Underdog Politics and Spirituality | MOTEGI Kennosuke

The aim of this paper is to analyze media representations of the Emperor and the Imperial
Family in Japanese society during the 2010s, a period marked by a widespread adoption of
social media.

It has been suggested that in the period preceding and following the transition from the
Heisei to the Reiwa era, the Japanese government exploited the popularity of the Imperial
Family, despite the Family’s expression of their will to maintain a certain distance from the

government. However, Emperor Akihito’s speech anticipated a smooth transition to the new era,
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in that regard making him an accomplice to the government’s intentions. It is also noteworthy
how Emperor Akihito’s address included references to underdog politics and spirituality.

Social media discourse played a role in the transition from the Heisei to the Reiwa
era. Most of the discussions originated from mass media and contributed to the celebratory
atmosphere, but it was also possible to observe some noise that strayed from such mood. This
paper pays attention to these subtle voices in order to explore the potential for understanding
the narrative of the Japanese emperor system.

* Keywords: Emperor(System), Media Representation, Social Media(SNS), Change of the Era (24

71), Nationalism, Emperor Akihito, Underdog Politics, Spirituality

The Emperor System and the Reproduction of Sexual Discrimination and
Heterosexism: Toward the End of the Ideological Institution of the Japanese
State | HORIE Yuri

The modern emperor system in Japan is an institution that reproduces the norms of sexism and
heterosexism in Japanese society. However, most people living in Japan are so accustomed to the
state system of the “symbolic emperor system” that it is difficult for them to even problematize
it. This paper will first describe the situation in Japanese society during the two replacements
of the emperor, and clarify the issues of sexism and heterosexism with regard to the imperial
succession. In addition to the problem of the emperor system itself, Japanese feminists have
also pointed out the system’s significant social impact on people’s consciousness and resulting
customs of gender roles. However, such discussions had failed to include the perspective
of heterosexism. For this reason, this paper will hypothetically present an analysis from the
positionality of “lesbian,” which has been othered by both male-centeredness and heterosexism.
* Keywords: Symbolic Emperor System, Imperial Succession, Imperial Household Law,

Matrilineal/Woman Emperor, Anti-Emperorship Movement, Family-State Ideology

The Power of the Sustainable Emperor’s ‘Narrative’ and ‘Gaze’: The Public’s
Fantasy and Voyeuristic Gaze on Empress Masako | PARK Yi-Jin
This paper examines changes in the public’s perception of the Imperial Family after the

symbolic emperor system through the ‘Masako’ label. The media system, which has made the
Emperors an object of commercialization and consumption, has amplified public interest
in and scrutiny of the Emperors. This public interest may be meaningful as a method of
communication with the Imperial Family, despite the change in information preferences.
However, the tendency of the public to judge the character and personality of the Empress
based on her ‘created’ historicity and ‘contradictory’ moralistic narrative is the result of their
consuming of her personal identity in fragments.

The ‘Empress Masako narrative’ is characterized as a popular fantasy with a playful

character in which the public ‘gazing’ at her continually creates a fantasy world. In this fantasy
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