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political movement. These three organizations were characterized by different human bases,
namely labors (and the residents), citizens, and house-mothers, therefore also differing in their
standpoints, purposes, as well as the logics for the ways in which they represented the issues
of “seikatsu”. However, what they have in common is that they pulled out a constructive
meaning from “seikatsu” and built it in to the logic of each movement. “seikatsu” is the
livelihood of the grass-roots people who are invaded and controlled by the system, and those
who are marginalized attempt to secure their independence and subjectivity through the social
movements. When this happens, the actors and the energy of the movements attempts to
found itself on the basis of their livelihood, which gives the central meaning to the discourse of
the movements. There are different axes of cleavages within the society, and around each axis
exist those who create the ideology and the logics of the movements for the given base of their
social identity. In today’s Japanese society, a new cleavage is creating a new axis as well as
the new periphery, around which the concept of “seikatsu” could hold an important strategic

implication.

eywords : sei u(life), seikatusha, citizen, citiz Ve , C ative ver L i
K ds : seikatsu(life), seikatusha, citizen, citizen’s movement, cooperative movement, life

politics, community

Comments & Essays / Japanese Economic Life and Consumption Patterns during the Lost
Two Decades _ LEE SuJin

The purpose of this study is to examine the Japanese economic life and consumption patterns
during the prolonged period of economic downturn after the burst of the bubble economy in
the 1990s. I divided the post-bubble economy period into four phases according to economic
and political issues that describe the lives of the Japanese people.

“first period”(1990~1997) is characterized by the increase in the household savings rate
and non-expenditure rate, while the real expenditure rate decreased. Low-priced goods
experienced a great success. During the “second period”(1998~2001), both real disposable
income and real expenditure decreased sharply and people began to prefer purchasing
money saving-oriented goods, whose quality is quite higher compared to its price. The “third
period”(2002~2000), is characterized by the increase in the average consumption propensity
among those whose income rate is at bottom 20 percent. The consumers were choosing the
health-conscious foods and premium goods whose prices were not too out-of-range. The final
phase, or what I call “fourth period”(2007~2009), was the time during which the gap between
the top 20 percent and bottom 20 percent groups was widened. Reflecting this slump period,
about 5 percent of the people answered that they didn’t feel the improvement of their living

standards. They pursued to attain low-priced but high-quality goods.

Keywords : period of bubble economy, low standard of living, saving - oriented

On the Epistemological Borderline of Perception : What the ‘Rashomon’ Refers to in the
Works of Akutagawa & Kurosawa _ JANG Gyung-ryul

‘Rashomon’ and ‘grove,” two words that appear in the titles of the literary works by Ryunosuke
Akutagawa, “Rashomon”(1915) and “In a Grove” (1922), or in thatof the motion picture
directed by Akira Kurosawa, Rashomon (1950), could be conceivably a series of signs that
sum up the thematic implications of the stories or the movie. They also could be considered

as some valuable keywords that would lead us to the frame of understanding which, in turn,
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might help us more perspectively understand the stories or the movie. The purpose of this
thesis is to track down what these signs or keywords signify in each work.

Most of all, the idea of the unconsciousness of the text could be brought up in relation to the
meaning which a sign might either reveal or conceal: a text can furtively reveal or perceptively
conceal some hidden meanings regardless of the ostensible intention of the writer or the
director. When we analyze the text with this idea in mind, we can argue that the ‘Rashomon’
of Akutagawa’s Rashomon refers to a space where the distinction, which we conventionally
assume to exist between good and evil, justice and injustice, or civilization and savagery, is
disrupted. Meanwhile, the ‘grove’ of his “In a Grove” refers to a space where the man-made
standard of moral judgment is not applicable or what we call “true or false” does not matter
at all. To push the argument a bit further, the ‘grove’ could represent a terra incognita which
exists outside of human language and consciousness or beyond our own epistemological
criteria of truth.

‘Rashomon’ in Kurosawa’s motion picture could literally indicate a gate itself that leads in and
out of the town, just as it does so in Akutagawa’s story. And yet, the motion picture reveals
that it does not simply indicate a space where the distinction between the two different worlds
is disrupted; also, it represents an intermediate point where we, through and along with the
characters in the movie, the woodman and the monk, try to make sense of, or understand,
what have happened in the grove and what they have talked about in the court yard of the
town. In a sense, it refers to a mid-point between the culture and the nature, the known and
the unknown, and the order and the chaos, not entirely belonging to either world. To expand
our argument, we might say that it denotes a mental arena where the conscious and the
unconscious meet or clash, a psychological twilight zone where the unconscious is ceaselessly
being translated into the conscious, as we see, through the woodman’s and the monk’s
attempts to narrate what have happened. And again, through their attempts to understand what
have happened, the conscious is continually trying to remain in control of, or delve into, the
unconscious. We believe that is what the sign, ‘Rashomon,” suggests in the motion picture.
When we encounter a situation in which the boundary between the inside and the outside
becomes blurred, the criteria of the true and false remains undetermined, or the distinction
between the center and the periphery is unclear, we call it a post-modern one. In some ways,
what the motion picture, Rashomon, was trying to show us and anticipate for us could be this

kind of post-modern situation.

Keywords : “Rashomon”, “In a Grove”, Ryunosuke Akutagawa, Akira Kurosawa

Who Wants Diaspora? : Representation of Zainichi-Chosenjin on Expo70 Tokyo Operation
and Returning to Paldogangsan _KiM Tae Sik

This article takes a critical view toward the previous studies on the overseas Koreans which
have been dealing with overseas Koreans who were subjected to serve the purpose of ‘national
interests’.

First, it carries out a discourse analysis on two movies, Expo 70 Tokyo Operation, and Returning
to Paldogangsan, in order to redefine the term “diaspora” as a necessity for the interrogation
against the ideologically-defined modern concepts of “state” and “nation.”

Then, by asking a critical question of “who needs diaspora?”, I tackle some political aspects

that surround zainichi in relations to the Korean nationalism. It aims to expose the following
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