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the Japanese government introduced a second social safety net in 2008 in the form of job-
seeking assistance. It is a major change in the Japanese social security system which, until then,
consisted of social insurance and public assistance. The second safety net was put into action
following the increase in non-standard workers and the working-poor, the birth of community
unions and their resistance, the rise of tight-knit civil society such as the anti-poverty network,
and the changes in the union policies. Third, Japan and Korea are similar in a sense that the
dual structure of the labor market, the company-level unionization, and the labor-exclusionary
system of contribution-based social insurance system are increasing the number of unprotected
workers. Thus it would be valuable to assess whether the changes in Japan’s employment
strategy signal a change in the labor-exclusionary system, and whether they could be a

reference point when we address Korea’s social issues.

Keywords : Regulations, Worker Dispatch Act, second safety net, tight-knit civil society,

community union

Livelihood Security System and Citizen Participation in Japan since 1990 _PARK Hee Sook

The aim of this paper is to analyze the life security system and citizen participation in Japan.
Since the 1990’s, the livelihood security system in Japan has been in the state of dysfunction.
“Politics for the people” are not solving these problems, and the independent movements by
the disabled people are becoming more active. The long-term care insurance system shows
both the possibilities and the limitations of the institutionalized social insurance system.
“Hakenmura Problem” shows the limitations of the current livelihood security system, whose
main concern lies in the issues of unemployment. Today’s livelihood security system in Japan
raises important issues such as decentralization(localization), empowerment of the people,
cooperative systematization by the citizens, and social solidarity within the workings of the

system.

Keywords : livelihood security system, citizen participation, social solidarity.

The Meaning of “Seikatsu”(Life) in the Citizen’s Movement in Contemporary Japan

_ HAN Young Hae

The social movements in postwar Japan utilized the word “seikatsu”(life) as a strategic concept
that contains both critical and resisting implications against the existing system. However,
since the 1990s, it slowly became hard to find the political and ideological connotations
within the word “seikatsu”, as almost all political parties began using the term in their political
propagandas regardless of their political standpoints and civic activities have increased
along with the government’s administrative reforms and their related policies promoting civil
activities. This paper attempts to draw forth the critical and resisting implications of the concept
of “seikatsu”, drawing from the cases of civil movements that took place in the postwar period,
and also to search for the possibilities that place those implications within the context of today’s
Japanese society. I will discuss the following three cases: Tsuruoka Co-op initiated by the
labor unions in 1955 and encompassed both workers and local residents; “Peace to Vietnam!
Citizen’s Association (so-called Beheiren), formed in 1965 as a protest against the Vietnam
War and proposed ‘Shimin-undo’(citizen’s movement) as a new type of social movement that
was based on the voluntary participations by the individuals, and Seikatsu Kurabu(Life Club)

Co-op, established in 1968 with the participation of housewives and developed later into life-



political movement. These three organizations were characterized by different human bases,
namely labors (and the residents), citizens, and house-mothers, therefore also differing in their
standpoints, purposes, as well as the logics for the ways in which they represented the issues
of “seikatsu”. However, what they have in common is that they pulled out a constructive
meaning from “seikatsu” and built it in to the logic of each movement. “seikatsu” is the
livelihood of the grass-roots people who are invaded and controlled by the system, and those
who are marginalized attempt to secure their independence and subjectivity through the social
movements. When this happens, the actors and the energy of the movements attempts to
found itself on the basis of their livelihood, which gives the central meaning to the discourse of
the movements. There are different axes of cleavages within the society, and around each axis
exist those who create the ideology and the logics of the movements for the given base of their
social identity. In today’s Japanese society, a new cleavage is creating a new axis as well as
the new periphery, around which the concept of “seikatsu” could hold an important strategic

implication.

eywords : sei u(life), seikatusha, citizen, citiz Ve , C ative ver L i
K ds : seikatsu(life), seikatusha, citizen, citizen’s movement, cooperative movement, life

politics, community

Comments & Essays / Japanese Economic Life and Consumption Patterns during the Lost
Two Decades _ LEE SuJin

The purpose of this study is to examine the Japanese economic life and consumption patterns
during the prolonged period of economic downturn after the burst of the bubble economy in
the 1990s. I divided the post-bubble economy period into four phases according to economic
and political issues that describe the lives of the Japanese people.

“first period”(1990~1997) is characterized by the increase in the household savings rate
and non-expenditure rate, while the real expenditure rate decreased. Low-priced goods
experienced a great success. During the “second period”(1998~2001), both real disposable
income and real expenditure decreased sharply and people began to prefer purchasing
money saving-oriented goods, whose quality is quite higher compared to its price. The “third
period”(2002~2000), is characterized by the increase in the average consumption propensity
among those whose income rate is at bottom 20 percent. The consumers were choosing the
health-conscious foods and premium goods whose prices were not too out-of-range. The final
phase, or what I call “fourth period”(2007~2009), was the time during which the gap between
the top 20 percent and bottom 20 percent groups was widened. Reflecting this slump period,
about 5 percent of the people answered that they didn’t feel the improvement of their living

standards. They pursued to attain low-priced but high-quality goods.

Keywords : period of bubble economy, low standard of living, saving - oriented

On the Epistemological Borderline of Perception : What the ‘Rashomon’ Refers to in the
Works of Akutagawa & Kurosawa _ JANG Gyung-ryul

‘Rashomon’ and ‘grove,” two words that appear in the titles of the literary works by Ryunosuke
Akutagawa, “Rashomon”(1915) and “In a Grove” (1922), or in thatof the motion picture
directed by Akira Kurosawa, Rashomon (1950), could be conceivably a series of signs that
sum up the thematic implications of the stories or the movie. They also could be considered

as some valuable keywords that would lead us to the frame of understanding which, in turn,
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