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HEZ= Abstract

The Japanese Classed Society and Reproduction of The Poor _YANG Jun Ho

This paper examines the employment and income gap disparity in Japan, or so-called “kakusa-
shakai” phenomenon, based on the analysis of statistical data. The purpose of this paper is to
find the clues that infer the changes in the “life” of the Japanese people over time. For, this sort
of disparity in labor market has caused the disparity of the basic factors within each household,
such as saving and education, which used to stipulate the conditions for the Japanese ‘life
pattern’. The analysis of this paper shows that Japan has shifted into a ‘society of disparity’. The
growing employment disparity means that the number of permanent employees is gradually
decreasing while that of temporary employees is rapidly increasing, which causes serious
income gap among the workers. This extreme polarization phenomenon of Japan’s labor
market is being observed in various patterns, all of which leading to the reduction of family
income. The examples of these patterns include: temporary employee’s family, low income
family, the family with no particular asset, the family whose breadwinner has lost his/her job
due to structural adjustment, and the family whose breadwinner went through lowering of
his/her wage due to the performance-based pay system under the bipolar structure of the
corporation. We know that their poverty-levels have been gradually worsening because these
families withdraw from the saving deposits for their living expenses. Likewise, the advent
of ‘disparity society’ accelerates the immiserization phenomenon, which is becoming ever
more conspicuous when we look at the polarized access for children’s education. Ultimately,
we observe the establishment of the vicious cycle, which fixates the employment disparity,
the wage disparity, and the saving disparity. The education disparity begets educational
background disparity, and this causes the worsened employment and wage disparities. Finally,

it reproduces the ‘disparity’ within the entire Japanese society.

Keywords : employment differentials, earning differentials, saving gap, inequality of access to

education institution

Changes in Japan’s Employment Strategy: Temporary Employee and the Second Social
Safety Net _ EUN Soo Mi

The purpose of this study is to review the shift in Japan’s employment strategy (from
“deregulation” to “stronger regulation”) with focus on the current discussions regarding the
revisions of the Worker Dispatch Act and the introduction of the second social safety net. It
will try to analyze the causes of such changes in the strategy and to identify its implications for
Korea.

Results of the study show that the discussions on the revision of the Worker Dispatch Act took
a drastically different course after the 2008 financial crisis. The Act was enacted in 1985 and it
was changed from a positive system to a negative system in 1999, and in 2003 the job scope
was expanded to manufacturing sectors. But since 2008, the Diet has been deliberating on an
amendment bill, the gist of which consists of the re-regulations on dispatch as well as on daily

dispatch in manufacturing and the new provisions on the obligation of direct hiring. Second,
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the Japanese government introduced a second social safety net in 2008 in the form of job-
seeking assistance. It is a major change in the Japanese social security system which, until then,
consisted of social insurance and public assistance. The second safety net was put into action
following the increase in non-standard workers and the working-poor, the birth of community
unions and their resistance, the rise of tight-knit civil society such as the anti-poverty network,
and the changes in the union policies. Third, Japan and Korea are similar in a sense that the
dual structure of the labor market, the company-level unionization, and the labor-exclusionary
system of contribution-based social insurance system are increasing the number of unprotected
workers. Thus it would be valuable to assess whether the changes in Japan’s employment
strategy signal a change in the labor-exclusionary system, and whether they could be a

reference point when we address Korea’s social issues.

Keywords : Regulations, Worker Dispatch Act, second safety net, tight-knit civil society,

community union

Livelihood Security System and Citizen Participation in Japan since 1990 _PARK Hee Sook

The aim of this paper is to analyze the life security system and citizen participation in Japan.
Since the 1990’s, the livelihood security system in Japan has been in the state of dysfunction.
“Politics for the people” are not solving these problems, and the independent movements by
the disabled people are becoming more active. The long-term care insurance system shows
both the possibilities and the limitations of the institutionalized social insurance system.
“Hakenmura Problem” shows the limitations of the current livelihood security system, whose
main concern lies in the issues of unemployment. Today’s livelihood security system in Japan
raises important issues such as decentralization(localization), empowerment of the people,
cooperative systematization by the citizens, and social solidarity within the workings of the

system.

Keywords : livelihood security system, citizen participation, social solidarity.

The Meaning of “Seikatsu”(Life) in the Citizen’s Movement in Contemporary Japan

_ HAN Young Hae

The social movements in postwar Japan utilized the word “seikatsu”(life) as a strategic concept
that contains both critical and resisting implications against the existing system. However,
since the 1990s, it slowly became hard to find the political and ideological connotations
within the word “seikatsu”, as almost all political parties began using the term in their political
propagandas regardless of their political standpoints and civic activities have increased
along with the government’s administrative reforms and their related policies promoting civil
activities. This paper attempts to draw forth the critical and resisting implications of the concept
of “seikatsu”, drawing from the cases of civil movements that took place in the postwar period,
and also to search for the possibilities that place those implications within the context of today’s
Japanese society. I will discuss the following three cases: Tsuruoka Co-op initiated by the
labor unions in 1955 and encompassed both workers and local residents; “Peace to Vietnam!
Citizen’s Association (so-called Beheiren), formed in 1965 as a protest against the Vietnam
War and proposed ‘Shimin-undo’(citizen’s movement) as a new type of social movement that
was based on the voluntary participations by the individuals, and Seikatsu Kurabu(Life Club)

Co-op, established in 1968 with the participation of housewives and developed later into life-
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