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U.S. came to realize that Japan should contribute to the security of Korea and East Asia as
a whole through means of assisting the economic growth of Korea. To begin with, the U.S.
stayed in close contacts with both Korea and Japan, and played a crucial role in continuing the
negotiation without serious ruptures. In addition, the U.S. tried to bridge the gap in terms of
the figure of claim settlement, while neither staging a direct intervention nor using a coercive
means to either of the parties. Therefore, it is safe to say that the U.S. was virtually “the third
party” in Korea-Japan Normalization Talks and played an important role in making political
compromises such as ‘Kim Jong-pil and Ohira Memorandum’ signed in late 1962.
Furthermore, this article sheds light on the “asymmetric pressure” of the U.S. toward
Korea and Japan, despite the fact that the Kennedy administration devoted considerable
efforts to resolve the claim issue and began to stage “cautious intervention.” Since Japan
was the most important ally in U.S. security policy in East Asia, it enjoyed more freedom
in making decisions against U.S. policy than Korea. Based on this relative advantage, Japan
usually took the initiative in the negotiation. The U.S. did not oppose to the resolution in
the form of economic cooperation and consequently, Korea was persuaded by Japan and
United States. This article argues that the factors such as the characteristics of the claim issue,
domestic situation of Japan, and Japan-U.S. relationship had all together resulted in this
‘asymmetric pressure.’
» Keywords: Korea-Japan Normalization Talks, claim negotiation, Kennedy administration,

foreign aid policies, asymmetric pressure

Struggles and Challenges of the Zainichi Korean/Chosen Society: Focusing
on the Relations between “Old” and “New” Comers | YOO Hyuck Soo

This study sheds light on the process of integration between the “old-comers” and the “new-
comers” in the zainichi Korean society, which recently has shown significant demographic
diversity. While the number of “old-comers,” which consisted most of the zainichi population,
has been decreasing every year as many naturalize to Japanese citizenship (estimated as
345,000), the number of “new-comers” has been increasing since the late 1980s and now
reached 160,000, among which 60,000 now hold permanent residency. In addition, as the
revision of Nationality Law in 1984 adopted the principle of equality between paternal and
maternal lines in determining child’s nationality, an estimated 100,000 children of Korean
descents possess Japanese nationality, calling for an urgent change in zainichi society.
However, the zainichi society lacks any swift and effective measures to counter the variety of
issues it faces today, as the merging of old and new comers are being delayed. This study takes
the premise that Mindan must take on self-renovating measures in order to deal with the
diversifying zainichi Korean/Chosen society, and provides several concrete suggestions as to
what can be done while adapting to this newly-changing internal social dynamics.

« Keywords: zainichi Korean society, zainichi Korean/Chosen society, old-comers, new-
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