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through “patriotism,” an emotion which cannot be converted into visible value such as “beauty,”
is problematic. This is why Abe appears to have radical understanding of postwar democracy,
yet on the other hand it can also be understood as a very conservative viewpoint, in light of
Mishima Yukio who also advocated the necessity of political aesthetics.

Though it was an important political role of the pre-war Emperor (Ten-no) to bestow
beauty on the war dead, Abe, deviating from the old understanding of the political role of the
Emperor, only acknowledges Emperor as a figure who prays for the safety of life.

After all, this shows that Abe’s concept of “beauty” falls into victim of the postwar legal
order which paradoxically internalized the conflicting aspects of radicalism and conservatism.
Lacking any awareness on the matter, Abe revised the law in order to intensify the legal
enforcement under a false pretense of “the safety of life,” which led to further transcendence
of the law. In this sense, Abe is more threatening than Mishima, who placed his hope on the
beauty in order to suspend the enforcement of the law.

« Keywords: Far-right, conservatism, political aesthetics, Abe Shinzo, Mishima Yukio, Legal

violence

Kobayashi Yoshinori and Caricaturing Japanese Populism | HAN Jung Sun

This paper explores the strategies and workings of Japanese populism by focusing on the car-
icatures of Kobayashi Yoshinori. Kobayashi is a well-known cartoonist and his works have
been influential in shaping popular opinions on various issues of contemporary Japanese
society. In this paper, I limit the scope of analysis on the piece entitled Sensoron, since this is
the piece that has been widely received by people in and outside of Japan and has made him
a popular social pundit. In analyzing Kobayashi’s strategies of narrating “history issues” and
of visualizing such narratives, I identify three strategies respectively for the narrative and the
visualization. As for the narrative strategies, they are 1) anti-establishment, 2) common-sense
centrism, and 3) nation centrism. As for the visualization strategies, they are 1) deformation, 2)
symbolization, and 3) complanation.

« Keywords: Caricature, Anti-establishment, Common sense, Nation, Deformation,

Symbolization, Complanation

The Defense Framework in Postwar Japan: The Design and Practical
Procedures of the SDF by the Japanese Right-Wings | SEO Min Gyo
This paper analyzes the process of rearmament in postwar Japan from 1948 to 1950s
during which the Self-Defense Force was established, and tries to understand how Japan’s
rearmament was designed and what characterized its practical procedures.

As the rearmament process became fully in progress in the 1950s, the recruitment of
the military officials of the Imperial Army, the idea which was originally rejected, became

inevitable. In this sense, it is essential to pay attention to the activities of the cooperative
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organizations such as Hattori Group (formerly organized by Imperial Army officials) as well
as military advisor to prime minister Yoshida.

On the other hand, even though both army and navy were “officially” dismissed after
the war ended, the minespweeper units of the Imperial Navy remained undissolved. Unlike
the case of the army, the networks of the navy personnel which centered around Japan Coast
Guard was administered in a unified manner, and it is noteworthy that some of the former
military personnel who assumed office had close personal connection with Yoshida. That is
why this paper sheds light on the role of “Commssion Y.”

Japan promised a large-scale rearmament to the US after the two signed MSA agreement
in March 1954, which obliged the US to provide support for its allies and the US allies to
strengthen their military capabilities. The SDF, often called “military without name” or “non-
militaristic military,” which was the product of this agreement, began to function as a physical
apparatus to take over Japan’s defense.

Recently, there have been two conflicting arguments regarding Japan’s right of collective
self-defense. When we look at the overall framework of these arguments, however, most agree
that Japan should provide defense to the US “in such times as the United States is under
attack by a third party.” In this reasoning, however, there still remains a crucial question as to
whether defending of the United States is to be classified as “individual” or “collective” self-
defense. If Japan accords itself the right of “collective” self-defense, the possibility for Japan to
get involved in international conflicts led by the US becomes higher, because virtually there
would be no restrictions on the use of force.

After all, all these issues can be resolved if Japan takes on the constitutional revision. Yet
there still remains a strong anti-revisionist sentiments among the Japanese people. Under
these circumstances, it is crucial to pay attention how far the “interpretational revision” can
suffice in dealing with Japan’s changing defense framework.

« Keywords: Japan’s rearmament, Japanese right-wings, Self-Defense Force, Japan Defense

Agency, right of collective self-defense, Commission Y, GHQ

ARTICLES

The U.S. Role in Korea-Japan Normalization Talks: Focusing on the Claim
Negotiation under the Kennedy Administration | CHO Ah Ra

This article aims at analyzing the role of the U.S. under the Kennedy administration in the
claim negotiation of Korea-Japan Normalization Talks with official diplomatic documents.
Changes of the U.S. policy toward the claim negotiation were underpinned not only by the
security logic in the Cold War context, but by the logic of economy. Facing the “dual task” of

promoting economic development of Korea and minimizing its own economic burden, the
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