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Conservatives and Right-wings in Contemporary Japan

Three-Layered Structure of Japan’s Conservative Political Shift

| PARK Cheol Hee

This article claims that Japanese politics reveals more conservative shift than before in three
senses. First of all, in the domain of inter-party competition, liberal or progressive political
parties are on the wane while conservative political parties turned more resilient. The advent of
Japan Restoration Party attests the case. Second, in the intra-party space, conservative liberals
or moderate conservatives have been either divided or weakened while conservative hawks are
on the rise. Even within the DPJ, a major opposition party, conservative politicians stand out
while progressives have lost their seats. Third, if we analyze Diet members’ study groups after
the mid-1990s, a number of conservative hawks’ meetings have been constantly increasing
with bipartisan membership.

« Keywords: conservative shift, liberal conservatism, right-wing conservatism, centrist

convervatism

Long-Term Recession, Structural Reform, and Livelihood Conservatism

| LEE Jung Hwan

Japan has fallen into the pit of long-term recession for almost two decades, which has
dismantled its postwar system of social integrity and political stability. During this period, the
system of economic growth and social protection under the state intervention has stopped
functioning. This article argues that the livelihood conservatism, which intensified the inward-
oriented nature of political and public spheres, has emerged and been strengthened in Japan
because of the long-term recession and structural reforms. The livelihood conservatism, the
most prominent response to economic hardship in contemporary Japan, is originated in
institutional legacies of postwar political economic system. Rather than voicing exclusive
opinions to others, the livelihood conservatism has a tendency to concentrate on introvert
issues. However, the livelihood conservatism cannot play the role as the countervailing forces
against neo-conservatism or neo-liberalism in contemporary Japan.

« Keywords: Long-term Recession, Structural Reform, Livelihood Conservatism, Neo-

Liberalism, Neo-Conservatism
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