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lifelong reign and the one-era-one-name system. In addition, the possibility of the National
Diet’s involvement in the issue of posthumous titles was excluded. When the first succession to
the throne after the war occurred, the prewar systems of one-era-one-name and one-name-one-
title were reaffirmed. And the recent revival of abdication before the emperor’s death and the
title of emperor emeritus were also regarded as exceptional events. In this way, the status of era
names and posthumous titles as symbols of the times continues throughout prewar and postwar
periods and to this day, which in turn contributes to the survival of Japanese emperor system.
*Keywords: Era Name, Posthumous Title, One-Era-One-Name System, One-Name-One-
Title System, Imperial House Law, Ascension Ordinance, Imperial House Funeral

Ordinance, Era Name Act, Emperor Meiji, Ito Hirobumi

The Meaning of ‘Symbols’ Revisited through Okotoba: The Duality of
Emperors in the Heisei Period | KIM Taejin
This study aims to deal with Emperor Akihito’s Okotoba as a literary, ideological, and

political text. “Message from His Majesty: The Emperor (August 8, 2016)” is a text where
the Emperor himself defines the role of the emperor as the symbol of the state. Here, it is
worth recalling that the concept of a symbol itself is an ambiguous and politically charged
term from the beginning. In this vein, under the symbolic emperor system in postwar Japan,
the emperor’s duties cannot be regarded simply as non-political. This study focuses on the
body politic through which the Emperor represents himself by analyzing Emperor Akihito’s
Okotoba. Through this, I reveal how the Emperor intends to represent Japan and the Japanese
people. As a result, this study suggests that the Emperor Akihito is planning the body politic
regenerated in an aging society as an institution, creating a community of affect through
physicality that speaks and listens to the people, and functioning as the symbol of the state
and the unity of the people through the body that prays and travels. As such, Emperor Akihito
represents the duality of the past and the future, authority and power, a symbol of the Japanese
state and unity of the people, and the kokutai and democracy.

» Keywords: Akihito, Emperor, Okotoba, Heisei, Symbol, Representation

Japanese Emperor System in the Era of Social Media: The Dynamics of
Underdog Politics and Spirituality | MOTEGI Kennosuke

The aim of this paper is to analyze media representations of the Emperor and the Imperial
Family in Japanese society during the 2010s, a period marked by a widespread adoption of
social media.

It has been suggested that in the period preceding and following the transition from the
Heisei to the Reiwa era, the Japanese government exploited the popularity of the Imperial
Family, despite the Family’s expression of their will to maintain a certain distance from the

government. However, Emperor Akihito’s speech anticipated a smooth transition to the new era,
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