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MULTI-LAYERED LIFE-SCAPE IN SUPER-AGING JAPAN
Discourse on the“Kodokushi” in Japan: The Development of Community

Discourse and the Direction of Welfare for the Elderly in Japan | OH Dok-lip

“Kodokushi,” or solitary death, is a phenomenon that does not yet have a clear definition based
on objective criteria. In addition, it is a complex phenomenon related not only to “death” itself
but also various aspects surrounding before and after of death. Therefore, the most important
factor leading to recognizing and coping with kodokushi as a “social problem” involves an
examination of how the situation is “told” in society. With this regard, kodokushi can be
analyzed as a “discursive” phenomenon.

The primary purpose of this paper is to present the development pattern of the discourse
over kodokushi in Japan. In Japan, the discourse has developed in three ways: welfare/
institutional discourse, personalization discourse, and community discourse.

What occupies the most central position is the discourse that views kodokushi as an
extreme example of social loneliness and isolation caused by the dissolution of community
and disconnection of human relations. This paper suggests that such community discourse has
maintained its dominant position in the development of kodokushi discourse in Japan.

In addition, this paper examines the impact of community discourse on related policies
promoted by Japan’s Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare in 2007, and analyzes the case
of Tokiwadaira housing complex in Chiba Prefecture that played a key role in this process.
Analysis of the Tokiwadaira case and the like reveals important implications for understanding
issues that may arise as community discourse is linked to policy. Based on the analysis,
this paper suggests reconsideration of the community-oriented direction on which current
Japanese welfare policies strongly depend.

- Keywords: kodokushi, Japan, community discourse, Japanese kodokushi policy, Tokiwadaira

Scenes of Death Depicted in Japanese Elderly Literature | AHN Jina

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the representation of death in Japanese elderly literature
through Shuichi Sae’s novel Zhe Elderly Family (1985). In Japanese welfare, the basic policy for
the care of the elderly was “home care” by family members. The rapid progress of the nuclear

family and the increase in life expectancy have placed a psychological and economic burden
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