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Sino-Japanese Rivalry in Southeast Asia and Changes in Japan’s Security
Policy toward Southeast Asian Countries | LEE Seunghee & KIM Ji Young
This paper explores how Japan’s strategy of checking against China would develop in

Southeast Asia by examining the process of Japan’s security cooperation with ASEAN after
2010 when Japan’s balancing effort against China was in full swing. Previous studies on the
revision of Japan’s security legislation and the marked strengthening of security cooperation
with other countries interpret it as a full-fledged departure from Japan’s demilitarization
norms. Through analyzing the process of security cooperation between Japan and ASEAN
countries, this paper, however, argues that the culture of demilitarization still exists in Japan’s
security strategy which puts an emphasis on non-traditional security cooperation, along with
the direction to break away from this tradition in layers.

Japan’s policies of the revision of the security legislation, direct support for defense
supplies, and increase in military joint training show that Japan is pursuing active security
cooperation with Southeast Asian countries by breaking away from the demilitarization norms
that have continued since the end of the war. Nevertheless, the measures of supporting defense
products through ODA and Japan’s Coast Guard, which has continued even after the revision
of the law; the two Vientiane Declarations, the Defense’s capacity building project, and the
expansion of maritime security cooperation through Japan’s Coast Guard are maintained.
This reflects Japan’s strategic will to preserve the demilitarization tradition of emphasizing
cooperation in non-traditional security fields, without directly provoking China. Therefore,
Japan is expected to maintain the approach of upholding the demilitarization norm in security
cooperation with Southeast Asian countries, while strengthening military cooperation in the
traditional sense. In summary, it can be predicted that the direction of Japan’s foreign policy
will be mainly about indirect checks through a multilateralism approach rather than a direct
check against growing China.

- Keywords: Sino-Japanese relations, demilitarization norm, Southeast Asia, Japan'’s security

policy, Japan’s foreign policy.
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