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livelihood, but also to the Choson government and merchants, who were trading partners of
Tsushima; the merchants and capitalists in Nagasaki and Tokyo, who supplied the capital to
the Tsushima Domain. As a result, Choson-Japan Trade entered a transitional state with its
scale contracted in all aspects such as logistics, funds, and personnel.

- Keywords: Choson-Japan trade, Tsushima, Boekisho, Waegwan, Nagasaki, debts, banking

Photography as Public Affairs: The Reception of Photography in the
Intellectual Institutions of Late Edo and Early Meiji Japan | KIM Gye Won
This paper explores the way in which the discourses and practices of photography could

spread out over diverse social areas in late nineteenth-century Japan. It particularly looks
at the use of photography in public affairs conducted by the government officials, who
worked for the investigation and translation of foreign books and publications. To address
how photography was received as a new model of producing and representing knowledge in
late Edo and Early Meiji Japan, this paper focuses on four different contexts including the
experiments at the Bureau of Chemistry at Kaiseijo, the discourse on photography around
the Bureau of Painting at Kaiseijo, the public exhibitions held by Daigaku Nanko and Jinshin
Survey initiated by Monbusho. For the government officials, photography was for sure a
useful means of knowledge production and a technology of ‘civilization and enlightenment.’
However, such a perception of photographic values was not given from the innate nature of
the medium. Rather, it was to be recognized during the process of making, handling, and
managing photographic images and technologies in conjunction with various government
affairs required in the transitional period of modernity. By examining the way photography
was received as a part of public affairs in the late Edo and early Meiji era, this paper sheds
light on the beginning of Japanese photography in a different social context than individual
artists and their works.

- Keywords: late Edo and early Meiji, photography, Daigaku Nanko, Monbusho, Takahashi

Yuichi, Yokoyama Matsusaburo, Machida Hisanari, Ninagawa Noritane

The Frustration of Lee Yong-hee and the Birth of ‘Korean’ Politics: A Study on
His Criticism of Nationalism and Modernity | LEE Kyung Mi

In this paper, I try to examine what the ‘Korean-ness’ is in international politics of Lee Yong-
hee who is well-known as the founder of international politics in Korea. This question leads
us to the consequential question about how he thought of modernity and post-modernity
because these two questions are linked together. He critically reviewed the characteristics of
modernity through examining political thoughts in the modern Europe. Through reviewing
the political thought of modern Europe, he opposed nationalists’ discourses. This seems to
be common in his criticism of nationalism based on ethnicity in the early Cold War era; his

criticism of nationalism based on resistance to Japan in the 1960’s and 1970’, and his criticism
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of Korean study (kukbak).

Paradoxically, his criticism of nationalism was not to criticize modernity itself, but to
emphasize how Korea should pursue modernity properly. It was well illustrated that his
criticism of nationalism has been concluded as another aspect of modernity and democracy.

However, Lee Yong-hee not only pursued the modernity, but also criticized the modernity
whilst moving on to post-modern issues. His criticism of modernity was reflected in his
study on the multiracial nationalism in the early Cold War era and the federalism that led to
regional integration of post-Cold War Europe.

Based on the above analysis, I tried to clarify that his studies began with frustration as a
colonized via his assessment on modernity, reaching a kind of postmodern thought. He made
a postmodern conclusion by using Carl Schmitt’s federal theory including the imperialistic
perspective, whereas avoiding hegemonic conclusions. Moreover, this shows characteristics
of his Politics, which is a discipline for kings who run empires, and how it is connected to
Korean historicity.

- Keywords: modernity, post-modernity, international politics, nationalism, regionalism,

colonial Korea, Lee Yong-hee, E. H. Carr, Carl Schmitt.

Beyond the Japan'’s Reconstruction Culture Theory | BAE Kwan-mun

This paper reviews Japanese ideas and aesthetics related to “reconstruction” while verifying the
analysis of Fukushima Ryota’s Reconstruction Culture Theory: Genealogy of Japanese Creation. His
Reconstruction Culture Theory is clearly fresh in that it reverses the conventional concepts of
traditional literature and thought history. However, a closer look brings up a question whether
his argument is eventually very similar to the ‘reconstruction’logic of the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.
This does not mean that the significance of Japanese culture theory, which can be read
consistently to some extent as “reconstruction,” should be completely denied. I think highly of
the fact that such a view began to be actively discussed in terms of “disaster literature” after the
Tohoku Earthquake, and I stand with it. However, I consider it necessary to carefully examine
what the Reconstruction Culture Theory of “Japan” means from the perspectives of “local” and
“region,” which is missing in the reconstruction discourses on both sides.

In this light, I would like to ask whether Fukushima Ryota’s reconstruction discourse
— despite his own denial — neglects “local” and “region” by being preoccupied with national
traditions, history and nationalism. In addition, I examined what position the classical works
cited by Fukushima Ryota took on the “local” and “regional” reconstruction rather than
national reconstruction. This is because I expected that classical literature, which had emerged
before the appearance of the modern state, would explain ‘disaster’ and ‘reconstruction’ from a
different perspective from today. I think this will open a new perspective on “local” and “region,”
which are easy to forget in the name of “reconstruction of Japan.”

« Keywords: disaster, reconstruction, Fukushima Ryota, local, regional
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