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JAPANESE PERCEPTION OF KOREA AND (DE)COLONIZATION
Korea as Parergon: The Tangle of Universalism and Asianism | SHIM Hee Chan

This article examines the perception of Korea in modern Japan and its formation process using
Jacques Derrida’s concept of ‘Parergon.” Since ancient times, Korea has existed as a ‘Paregon’
of Japanese history, especially in the construction of self-contained Japanese history during
the formation of a nation state. Susanoo, a mythological figure deeply related to the Korean
Peninsula, was the one connecting Japan to a circuit of regional universality. Confucian
scholars interpreted Japanese mythology rationally based on the common methodology in
East Asia. Meanwhile, Motoori Norinaga rejected the currentist view and insisted on the
documental archaeology which was to interpret myths as they were. In this process, Korea
served as a decisive opportunity for the historians for the establishment of a discourse on the
origin of Japan. The confrontation between the rationalist interpretation and the archaeological
methodology led to the conflicts between historians and Shintoist in the late 19th century, at
the core of which was the question of how to establish relations between Korea and Japan. The
confrontation between universalism and specialism over Korea as a ‘Paregon’ was absorbed and
resulted in the invasive Asianism.

« Keywords: Parergon, Susanoo, The Hinokami Controversy, universalism, Asianism

The Birth of Criticism on Colonialism in Postwar Japan: In the Cases of
Tsurumi Shunsuke and Suzuki Michihiko | YONETANI Masafumi
In this paper, while paying attention to the 1960s speeches of the philosopher Shunsuke

Tsurumi (1922~2015) and the French literary scholar Suzuki Michihiko (1929~), I shed light
on the process of generation of criticism regarding colonialism in post-war Japan. Whilst
discussing the anti-war movement in Vietnam and the harm that Japan has done to Asia in
Beheiren, Tsurumi Shunsuke criticized Japan’s colonialism of Joseon by producing the relevant
ideologies and movements. They were inspired by Kim Dong-hee and Rim Seok-kyun, the
military deserters forcibly detained in the Omura Camp.

Inspired by the Algerian War of Independence, the activities of Jeanson Network,
which supported French military deserters, and “Manifesto of the 121,” Suzuki Michihiko

discussed Japanese civic responsibility for Joseon. He accepted Frantz Fanon’s thoughts and

381 FEXE



took a strong interest in the idea of Lee Jin-woo, a death row prisoner in the Komatsu River
Incident; Suzuki sharpened his criticism of colonialism in the shock of the Kin Kiro Incident
and the May Revolution which was called “1968.” These ideas and movements were the ones
that were collectively generated and practiced, in the network created by both known and
nameless activists together.

« Keywords: Tsurumi Shunsuke, Suzuki Michihiko, anti-war movement in Vietnam, Beheiren,

Algerian War, Omura Camp, Kim Dong-hee, Rim Seok-kyun

From the Ideology of Solidarity to the World of Subjectivity: A Study of
Korean Literature in the Cold War Japan and Korean Laguage | JANG Moon-
seok

This article reviewed Japanese perception of Korea during the Cold War period concerning
language. In the 1960s, the Japanese Joseon Research Institute insisted on the East Asian
People’s Solidarity, and in the 1970s, the Kim Chi-ha Salvation Movement requested
solidarity between Korea and Japan. Although the two political practices are meaningful in
that they insisted on solidarity with Korea, it was common that Korea was recognized with
a stereotype and not as the other in those practices. As seen in Tsurumi Shunsuke’s practice,
the stereotyped perception of Korea did not deviate from “the world spoken in the Japanese
language” and remained in the ideology of solidarity. On the other hand, Kajimura Hideki,
Omura Masuo, and Chou Shokichi explored the possibility of forming a world of subjectivity
while distancing themselves from the ideology of solidarity. They reconstructed the Japanese
subjectivity through ‘constitute outside’ of Korea. The “Association for Joseon Literature”
carried out the literary practice that respected the subjectivity of the Korean people through
the Korean language. Their perceptions of Korean literature diverged in various ways. Chou
deepened and understood Korean literature as a type of “literature,” and Omura expanded
and understood “Korea” through Korean literature. Their complementary practices were aimed
at the world of subjectivity that paid attention to the historicity and inhomogeneity of “the
world spoken in the Korean language” and respected the lives of the Korean people.
- Keywords: Japanese Joseon Research Institute, East Asian People’s Solidarity, Japan-Korea
Solidarity Movement, Kim Chi-ha Salvation Movement, Association for Joseon
Literature, Tsurumi Shunsuke, Omura Masuo, Kajimura Hideki, Chou Shokichi,

Japanese Language, Korean Language

Mainstream Japanese Media’s Perception of North Korea: Focusing on Asahi
Shimbun | MORI Tomoomi

This article focuses on the mass media which plays a role in the Japanese understanding
of Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (hereby North Korea). The main purpose is to

construct a conventional conceptual map, focusing on how coverage about North Korea by the
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