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A Study on “Otaku Culture Co-Prosperity Sphere”: The Advance Guard of
Discourse and the Territory of Universal Language

| KIM lllim

Recently, Japanese Otaku culture does not seem to be as popular as it used to be. In contrast,
the discourse surrounding Japanese subculture is being developed as a global movement. It
was only from the late 1990s onward that the discourse on subculture field was established in
Japan in earnest. This study pays attention to the fact that the so-called “Japanese subculture
discourse movement” is regenerating the hierarchical order of the Great East Asia Co-
Prosperity Sphere. In this article, the phenomenon in which the order of Japanese imperialism
is regenerated by the discourse on Japanese subculture is called the Otaku Culture Co-
Prosperity Sphere. From this point of view, this paper argues how the Japanese subculture
discourse recreates the order of the Great East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere. This study analyzes
the discourses published from 1987 to 2021 by Eiji Otsuka, one of the most influential
Japanese critics. This is because Eiji Otsuka shows his leverage as a frontiersman that
pioneers the territory of Japanese subculture while conducting the discourse movement both
individually and collectively.

This study discusses the following research questions by the discourses of Eiji Otsuka.
First, how has been Japanese subculture reborn as art through the discourse movement?
Secondly, what is the East Asian publicness asserted by Eiji Otsuka? Furthermore, how is the
political order centered on Japan concealed in subculture theory? Finally, this paper argues
how do democratic thought and imperialism coexist in Eiji Otsuka's critical discourse?

The conclusions are summarized as follows. First, Eiji Otsuka has established Manga
form as an aesthetic theory by rhetoric which links mainstream culture to Japanese subculture.
He also transforms Japanese subculture into art theory by connecting the Otaku culture to
Western arts trends. Secondly, the East Asian publicness that Eiji Otsuka refers to is the
order of a community that shares the ‘story structure’ and ‘montage manga form’, in other
words cinematic Manga form, as common language. Manga form is regarded as a universal
language that can overcome the historical conflicts in East Asia caused by the Empire of
Japan. This study also notes that the hierarchical order is regenerated in the process of creating
and regulating grammar for Manga form by aesthetic authority. Japanese subculture secured
its place of authority through its originality and historical significance. The Japanese-centered
order is concealed by dual apparatuses which are ambiguous terms and double standards for
art. Thirdly, opposing values such as democracy and imperialism in discourses coexist in the
context of art.

Eiji Otsuka is a guerrilla who pioneers a new territory for Japanese subculture through a
discourse movement. As a result, the segmented period between Japan’s pre-World War II and
post war period is reconnected. He intends to systematize the grammar of publicness through

the form of Japanese subculture. For Eiji Otsuka, the publicness means modern project to
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be accomplished. Eiji Otsuka achieves cultural independence from the West through the
subculture discourse movement. However, in relations with East Asia, he falls into the paradox
of regenerating the order of the empire.

- Keywords: Otaku Culture Co-Prosperity Sphere, Japanese Subculture Discourse Movement,

Montage Manga Form(Cinematic Manga Form), Story Structure, Eiji Otsuka
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