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Z£X{: OECD, PISA 2003 Results: Learning for Tomorrow's World, 2004, Table 4.5,
OECD, PISA 2006: Science Competencies for Tomorrow's World: Volume 1: Analysis, 2007, Table 4.4b,
OECD, PISA 2009 Results: What Students Know and Can Do (Vol. |), 2010, Table 11.5.2,

OECD, PISA 2012 Results: Excellence through Equity (Volume II), 2013, Table 11.2.9a,
OECD, PISA 2015 Results: Excellence and Equity in Education (Vol. 1), 2016, Tables 1.6.9 and 1.6.12a.

170 1
150 T
130 T

110 +

70 +
50 +

30 +

2003 ‘ 2006 ‘ 2009 2012 2015
(a2 5) st 7k shlo] M=ot S| ALS|ANIZSHA HiZmtel 2|
EX{: OECD, PISA 2003 Results: Learning for Tomorrow’s World, 2004, Table 4.5,
OECD, PISA 2006: Science Competencies for Tomorrow's World: Volume 1: Analysis, 2007, Table 4.4b,
OECD, PISA 2009 Results: What Students Know and Can Do (Vol, |), 2010, Table 11.5.2,
OECD, PISA 2012 Results: Excellence through Equity (Volume 1), 2013, Table 11.2.9a,
OECD, PISA 2015 Results: Excellence and Equity in Education (Vol. 1), 2016, Tables 1.6.9 and 1.6.12a.
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Recently, in South Korea, the demand for meritocracy and fairness has expanded beyond
social controversy to political agenda. The employment of college graduates is the critical point
where that demand is most sensitively conflicted. This paper examines the method by which
vocational ability is defined in the Japanese college graduate labor market as a reference point
for relativizing the controversy in Korea. For this, I analyze the process by which the image
of ability has been constructed by the historical changes in the Japanese college graduate
recruitment system. The focus of the analysis is to show the institutional process in which
vocational ability has been defined a selection criterion.

+ Keywords: meritocracy, labor market, college graduate, recruitment system, vocational ability

Characteristics of Japan’s Response to the Problem of Disparity

| KIM JiYoung

The purpose of this article is to analyze the way Japanese society responded to the disparity
problem by examining the process by which the disparity problem in Japan has been
transformed into a social and political problem since 2000. For this purpose, in this paper,
based on literature data, statistical data of the Japanese government, analyzed the reasons
why the disparity problem became visible after 2000 and the policy and academic responses
to the disparity problem. The main research results are as follows. First, the reason Japan’s
disparity problem became visible after 2000 despite the fact that objective disparity indicators
deteriorated from the 1990s is because the collapse of the Japanese-style management system
started in the late 1990s. In Japan, the problem of disparity became visible after the late 1990s
when the ratio of male full-time employees began to drop sharply. Second, the disparity
problem was visualized under the influence of the discussion on the ‘gap of hope’ and the
policy lines of the Koizumi administration, and through this, it emerged as a socio-political
problem. Third, the disparity problem is not small in that it played a role in giving a new
perspective to Japanese class studies. The disparity problem in Japan served as an opportunity
to reveal the limitations of the Japanese-style employment system, draw attention to the issue
of fixation of the gap, and strongly emphasize the need to redefine the direction of Japanese
society.

+ Keywords: a society of disparity, Gap of hope, Koizumi administration, the consciousness that

almost all people belong to middle-class

Transformation of the Japanese Secondary Education System and the
Educational Gap | CHOI Gayoung

This paper examined the aspects of the education gap by analyzing PISA results from 2003
to 2018, focusing on the relationship between Japan’s secondary education system and
the education gap. By doing that, this study scrutinized how the characteristics of Japan’s

education system affected the differences in educational performance by one’s background.
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The result shows that the high school reform policy, which has been conducted since
the late 1980s for the sake of alleviating competition and encouraging diversity among
students, eventually brought new classification of schools. Initially, educational reform has
aimed to increase students’ options to mitigate hierarchical rank structure among highschool.
Nonetheless, the reform failed to narrow the variance of educational performance among
schools which indicates that the gaps among students’ educational performance caused by
socio-economic backgrounds remain in remarkably large figures in school level. In addition,
analyzing the PISA results in the period from 2006 to 2015, during which Japan’s PISA
score increased steadily, it was verified that the relationship between students’ socio-economic
background and academic achievement became more significant.

Since these results are drawn from first-year high school students (1st semester), it can be
interpreted as a characteristic of the selection system rather than as a high schools’ effect. That
is, high school differences in academic achievement caused by socio-economic backgrounds
indicate that socio-economic and cultural factors of students in their middle school are
strongly associated with their rank of entering high school. Furthermore, the large figures
of performance variation among high schools show that the hierarchical phenomena among
schools still remains.

- Keywords: Educational Gap, Educational Reform, Secondary Education System, seamless

school system, Diversification of High School Policy

Representations and Division of “Gakureki Shakai” in Contemporary
Japanese Culture | NAM Sang-wook

The purpose of this article is to clarify how the ‘gakureki shakai’ is represented in media such
as literature and manga and what is the problem behind the representation in Japan where
neoliberalism has been fully expanded.

First, this article tracks the process of securing reality by the fictional setting of the
education reform by outsiders and as a method, making a special class for entering University
of Tokyo in Dragon Sakura(2003-7), by using the financial crisis of private schools due to the
decline in the school-age population that hit Japan the decline in educational background, and
the instability of employment due to neoliberalism in the 2000s as context. And then it reveals
that the deviation in high school academic background still binds the life of college students
after entering college and justifies meritocracy, through ‘Kanozoba-atamaga-waruikara’ that
the sanctions on actual events (2018). Through this, I would like to show that the signature of
the University of Tokyo is being consumed by the public as a buffer to alleviate the fatigue of
society that wants to prove its ability through infinite competition.

On the other hand, during this period, novels depicting the lives of women living in a
world where educational background deviations have become useless were highly praised.

These works not only reveal the existence of division in the representation of ‘gakurcki shakai,
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