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EAST ASIAN MODERNITY REVISITED:

THE 150™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE MELJI RESTORATION

The Distinctive Nature of Economic Development in Meiji Japan:
Multi-layerdness and Modernity | TANIMOTO Masayuki

This paper aims to show the hybrid nature of the economy of Meiji period comprising the process of
“economic modernization” and the “indigenous economic development.” That the cotton textile indus-
try was run by two different types of production —mechanized cotton spinning mills and handloom
based indigenous weaving districts —exemplifies this, but behind the development of weaving industry
was the labor allocation strategy of peasant households, which specified the labour supply behaviour to
the modern industrial sectors. In addition, the paper highlights the role of “regional society” in moti-
vating the wealthy notables to devote their wealth into industrial sectors as well as public infrastructure
such as civil engineering and education. This multi-layered economic development based on the nature
of “peasant society” lasted to influence Japan's economic development up to the late twentieth century.
« Keywords: modern economic growth, indigenous economic development, multi-layerdness,

indigenous weaving industry, putting-out system, peasant household, female

labour, village, regional society, a man of property, local notables, local public

finance

The Era of Post-Soraism and Intellectual History of Late Tokugawa Japan:

Foundations of Meiji Confucian Intellectuals | LEE Saebom
Confucian intellectuals in carly Meiji Japan spent their younger days in late Tokugawa period. Natu-

rally, their thoughts were established within the context of Tokugawa intellectual history. Therefore, to
understand the thoughts of Meiji Confucian intellectuals, one should not overlook the significance of
their connection with the discourse of previous period.

It is widely known that the popularity of the Soraism had reached its peak and declined in the
middle of ecighteenth century. Although the Sorai School lost its popularity, its teachings left great
influence on Japanese intellectual history. In this paper, I would like to examine the process of history
followed by the decline of Soraism and call it the context of Post-Soraism’.

I argue that there are three major points in the context of Post-Soraism. Firstly, the methodology
of Soraism called the Ancient Rhetoric (0bunji), led to the unfolding of competitive market for letters
in the late Tokugawa Japan. Second, Sorai's emphasis on the actual political system led to the theory

as Mito school’s ideas of okutai. Third, the Kansei Edict can be construed as a result of anti-Soraism
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movement,

« Keywords: Soraism, Meiji, Confucianism, Post-Soraism

Kokugaku in the Meiji Restoration: Creating “Shinto” from the Confusion of
“Restoration” | BAE Kwan Mun
In the transformative era spanning both the late Edo period and the beginning of the Meiji period,

the Kokugaku school led by Hirata Atsutane envisioned a revival of Shinto and the imperial rule.
Nonetheless, this group of scholars lost dominance in the political stage due to the revolutionary out-
break of new government system right after they declared a “restoration.” Instead, scholars from Tsu-
wano area took the leading role in the modern administration for Shinto and court rituals. This fact
demonstrates the frustration that the Hirata group went through. The narrative from Yoakemae[Before
the Dawn] written by Shimazaki Toson illustrates the same story. It seems clear that the restoration
envisioned by Kokugaku scholars was a complicated entanglement of opposing ideas including the Dec-
laration of Great Teaching and the controversy over rituals. Although it may be true that the influence
of Hirata group was limited and short-lasted, the fact that they established the foundation of national
Shinto cannot be denied as their various ideas amalgamated into the modern Kokugaku studies.

- Keywords: Hirata Atsutane, Yano Harumichi, Okuni Takamasa, Restoration Shinto, State

Shinto

How Tradition and Modernity Meet in the Body Politic?: Kaieda Nobuyoshi

and Lorenz von Stein’s Organicism | KIM Taejin
Kaieda Nobuyoshi left a bizarre illustration of human body compared to the state while he attended

the lecture by Lorenz von Stein. However, it was somewhat different from the organicism explained
by Stein. In the previous study, Kaieda's illustaration are estimated to have been influenced by the
Western medieval organicism, leading to a theoretical gap between Kaieda and Stein. But was this
really the case? A closer look suggests that there is considerable theoretical affinity between Kaieda's
logic and traditional body politic metaphor in East Asia. However, this is not to say that Kaieda did
not quite get Stein's logic, but rather he had appropriated Stein’s ideas with his understanding of the
traditional body politic. Not surprisingly, traditional world view incvitably influences the understanding
of new concept. It is why such a strange picture appeared. In that sense, the modernity in East Asia is
like a black box where the tradition and modernity mix.

« Keywords: Kaieda Nobuyoshi, Lorenz von Stein, body politic, modernity, organicism

About Meiji Art Association: Meiji Art and Japan’s ‘Modernity’ | OH Younjung
The Meiji Art Association was founded by Western-style artists in 1889, Its major members studied

at the Kobu Bijutsu Gakko established by the Meiji government in 1876 for the education of
Western art. Here, the artists of the Meiji Art Association learned Western art which was superior
in realistic representation as a ‘technique’ required for the modernization of Japan. However, as the
artistic norm based on the modern Western categorization which distinguished art from technique

became universalised throughout art institutions including the Tokyo Art School and the Ministry of
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Education Art Exhibition, the idea of art as a technique has been considered as a Japanesque error,
occurring when the concept of ‘fine art’ was transplanted from the West. As ‘fine art’ became the
norm and standard, art history has also been narrated with its focus on aesthetic ‘fine art’ according to
modern western concept and system of art. On the other hand, art as a practical ‘technique’ has been
marginalized or eliminated in the narrative of Japanese modern art history. For Meiji Japan, eager
for the progress of scientific technology based on the physical rationality like the West, realism was
considered as the most urgently and acutely necessary quality among the properties of Western art.
Japanese Western-style artists appropriated the property of realism for their own needs. Yet modernity
in art was realized through distinguishing and excluding the idea of art as a “practical technique and
governing tool” from that as a Japan-specific or nonmodern concept continuing from the late Edo to
the early Meiji period.

« Keywords: Meiji Art Association, Kdbu Bijutsu Gakko, realism, Western-style paintings of

the Edo period, “hibernation of Western-stylepaintings”

Between Obsession and Hysteria: Meiji Restoration and the Modernity in

East Asia | SEO Young Chae
This paper is written on the theme of the 150th anniversary of the Meiji Restoration in order to

examine the mindscapes of East Asia that faced modernity as ‘the Other’. To this end, I compare
and describe the mental disorders that appear in the works of Shimazaki Téson, Lu Xun, and Yum
Sang Sup, East Asian literary works from about a hundred years ago. I write about how the two
persecution—paranoias and a megalomania are different from each other, and how they reflect the
hearts of the three nations. The term ‘150th anniversary of the Meiji Restoration” is not much
different from that of ‘150th anniversary of modernity in East Asia.” Modernity as a foreigner comes
with fear of ‘the Other’ to those who encounter it. The ambivalence between the pure value of the
internality summoned by the modernity in ideal and the rough, even ugly reality that is created from
the ideal pushes the hearts of the people of that era into a space of abnormal psychology. Moreover,
on the basis of this, the ethical distortion of modernity itself, that is, the strange reality principle of
utilitarianism, forms the basis in the form of unethical ethics. On top of these layers, when looking
into the entire East Asian transition period, the minds of those who encountered a huge historical
Other are torn between obsession and hysteria. The modernization process of the Meiji, which has the
form of ‘university discourse’, and the Pacific War as its result are the most obvious expression of it.

- Keywords: Meiji Restoration, modernity in East Asia, Shimazaki Toson, Lu Xun, Yum

Sangsup, obsession and hysteria, ‘discourse of university’

PERSPECTIVES
The State, Society, and Agent in Late Choson Korea: Thinking through a
Korean Literature Controversy | KIM Youngmin

Recently there has been considerable debates as to how to make sense of the political implications of
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Eon Jin Yi’s poems and the extent to which Korean vernacular literature had been circulated in late
Choson Korea. The controversy reigns as to whether Yi was radical enough and whether there was
nationwide circulation of Korean novels. In this article, I do not seek to abjudicate these debates. Rather,
I explore the ways in which one can reconsider state-society relation and various agents negotiated their
ways through appropriation of existing social norms and values.

« Keywords: Eon Jin Yi, Korean literature, Choson, the State, Society

ARTICLES

Inclusive-Transcendental Subject in World History: Koyama Iwao's
Philosophy of History and His Criticism of Modernity | JANG In-Sung

By focusing on the philosophy of history and the idea of subjectivity of Koyama Iwao(1905~1993),
the article explains the contents and traits of the Kyoto School’s philosophy conducted in the context
of empire and war during the 1930s and the 1940s. Kyoto School intellectuals’ idea of historical
philosophy basically was to structurally construct the world-historical world on the basis of the
historical unfolding of Japanese modern philosophy. The momentum was Japanese imperialist war that
had combined the natural/temporal development with the artificial/spatial transformation in the Kyoto
thinkers” philosophy of history.

While relativizing the European world as a modern world, Koyama endeavored to revise the
Europe-centered international order and newly construct a Japan-led, world-historical world that
contains Japanese historical world as a key component. He also imagined the conflation of Western
culture and Eastern culture in which the historical world and the world-historical world had been
based on. Koyama thought European modernity and modern nation-state were no longer valid even
though he did not completely deny modernity itself. While respecting individual responsibility and
self-reliance, he pursued the transcendental overcoming of both the East and the West by emphasizing
the Oriental spirit based on Japanese values. Koyama aimed for the establishment of “human
philosophy inclusively transcending human reason.”

- Keywords: Koyama lwao, the Kyoto School, Subject/Subjectivity, Criticism of European
modernity, ‘World historical world’/"Historical world; ‘Inclusive-transcendence;

Empire and war.

From “War Victim” to “Hibakusha": Shaping the Conceptual Boundary of
Hibakusha and Its Meaning | OH Eunjeong

The purpose of this article is to identify the historical relations and interplays of science, politics, and
bureaucracy that are key factors in forming a legal boundary of Hibakusha in Japan. Based on various
scientific and medical researches, the boundary was bureaucratically determined by political justification
for unbalanced post-war compensation and strong administrative rules. The historical process that
constitutes the conceptual boundary of Hibakusha shapes structures of the legal and bureaucratic

boundaries of Hibakusha specifically, which involves a territorial boundary and connotes symbolic and
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political meaning, erasing the past Japan Empire’s war responsibility.

« Keywords: Hibakusha, War victim, Japan Empire’s war responsibility

The Birth of Godzilla, the Hydrogen Bomb Monster, and SFX Technology:
The Intermittent Melody of Empire and Post-Empire | LEE Kyunghee

'This paper sheds new light on the prologue to the birth of SFX film, Godzilla(1954), revealing the (dis)
continuity along which the technology supporting the cultural power of imperial Japan was transferred
to the post-empire era by combining it with the “hydrogen bomb monster” in the post-war Japan.

SFX technology made a significant contribution to imperial Japan by supporting war/propaganda
films, and the Asia-Pacific war played a key role in enhancing SFX technology to an advanced level.
The major challenge of the post-war SF industry was to embody the disconnection from the pre-
imperal past by embedding new post-war ideologies in key scenes of films (bombing, defeat, sinking,
destruction, etc.). Underlying the combination of SF technology and the ‘hydrogen bomb monster”
were many intertwined historic events, incidents, and coincidences of the post-war world. They
generated contradicting or ambiguous factors, enabling Godzilla to obtain indeterminate symbolism
beyond the binary opposition of dualism as follows:

First, Godzilla expressed complex ambivalence by being both a hydrogen bomb test victim and a
violent destroyer, a legitimate accuser and a cruel assailant. Second, SFX technology, combined with
the “hydrogen bomb monster,” crossed criticism of civilization with entertainment and reformed the
culture of post-war Japan from the cultural establishment of imperial Japan. Third, by being the first
Japanese film that conquered Broadway and the global market — although it was a “imitation” of an
American film — Godzilla unraveled the structure of competition based on superiority between the
original (the victor nation) and the imitation (the defeated nation). This was another consequence of
the producer’s intent to place SFX technology on the center stage of film, which had been located in a
subsidiary position under the cozy relationship with the empire’s cultural power.

« Keywords: Godzilla(1954), SFX technology, hydrogen bomb monster, ambiguous factors,

empire and post-empire

The Japanese Public Opinion and the Foreign and Security Policies under
the Abe Administration | KYUNG Jeihee

The study analyzed the relationship between the Japanese public opinion and the foreign and security
policies under the Abe administration. The analysis focused on the Japanese citizen’s consciousness
about the Japanese foreign and security policies, first, by separating them from the Japanese politicians
and, second, by separating historical and territorial issues from foreign and security issues. Since various
public opinion polls show different conclusions, the analysis distinguishes polls conducted by national
and private institutions. Specifically, public opinions on three issues — 1) foreign relations centered on
the United States, China and Korea, 2) security and peace, 3) constitutional revision, the Self-Defense
Forces and the right of collective self-defense — carried out during the second Abe Cabinet which

was launched from the late 2012 to 2017 were analyzed. As a result, it turns out that concerns were
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high regarding military conflict over foreign relations including China and Korea; however, use of
military forces was not favored as a means of the solution. Moreover, the Abe administration’s foreign
and security policies seem to move in a different direction from the Japanese citizen's public opinion,

« Keywords: Japanese citizen, public opinion, foreign and security policies, constitutional

revision, Self-Defense Forces, rights of collective self-defense, Abe administration

423 2X



FAEn], 205 53¢ #sted

rlEn], HAYAS] A= 2019 2 15U L2 G AHQ] AR0FONA “YERu|E Bozg 1
3 AR Brd)ghe FAE 588 719 S9Y

T dErE] EEWAE HAIE ] B3t 2 A Joks W oy}, 1 Q1717 HlE 0]9]9
ozt AW T3t ‘dEne Bojghe ol YA A HAFUTE olAl 4L dE A

B opgl ABHeS HET R s FAtEE BT

o] o] F AR AFEste] did x| 3Fo] Agm|se] tigh FAl o= TEyThA, T Hojxl dEnjE A

7} F5lof] tit GRS ¢l

2 AU} FAd = vFERAY vlert Aol o228 AFA FAEE T
BHERe] dd 3ATE ol Yoyl dE 9] Bslel AFH F5F0% Ao =T BT
A HEE AL JFUTh o]Zo] 'dEu|E Bo| e AdS B
2 A8 1gle] ogs A B = ofol7| % Fth

P E g ;& A=A 23 SEER e ‘AFet o2 AAE Qs dEol Ba) vt Bl
ATE T3 7A=Y A5 FaE 7Py o v 2018 10 30€ 0™ A7 ™ AA
£ AA ARRIE AR EUTE AR R SR FaE ZvhyYTh

fr

Q¥ A}

=

=1

)

2 b
i)
1> Foorlr

doie

,d

(o3

it
g&
-
)
)
2
129
ol
e
T
A
i
1o
le

-

* 2O|X]: Tel: (02)880-8503 | e-mail: ilbi-ijs@hotmail.com

* 22t IE 731 www.ilbi.kr

FUQY2 Ot ZELICE

1. X =L Q| Q1= - At=lidts 20| Y=#E G7tAL

B
1o
Ar o
k=)
l_O
—LI
E
Hl
=
o
Lo
>
_5
&
T
=
X
El
m
A
52
I’IO
Oﬂ
fikal
)
N

2, LIE: L=0i 2HHE Q1Z - Af2l2

3. 5% MaB9 SRE YRAT0) B =2, N, SHI|T, 7IER BT =22 SH=2Y NREIE2OR AR, &
=20l 22 MY LS 2T 4 UOLL 0| ZLUIE AR 70} SiCt, M2 SYFRIS Bsts 42
o FHNE I TS 22 APYTS HHYOR 3t AT OB TRFILY, S| T MUK} SH=SL HE

=
4. B2 =22 22 2004t HIXS 7IEL2 15004 LHR|2 ottt MES 22 FHME2 2008 HIX|E 7|Z=22 8001 LH<,

>
=
2R
0
1o
B
(e}
=
o
]
>
w
(==}
=]
=
©
Hu
o
g
S
]
o
N
m
o
]
o
Hm
rT5
e

T3} HEZ HEIEE Sict,
5. MTAN: FUEH|E 0] ATANS 2oiA BHOIK|M BAIE HIENQHS A5 KA

S
7. £A0IZE RE ANE HME SYSHE 39| Wl PHY H £ VS YHOR BiCh 57 0/9]9 =SS S0} MAIE MAEO

2 HABTHAMOIESEA 23).

9, M| FUA= =5 £ A0 AYO| HAHIS EEOHOF ST,
10. AlXH=: HH| 6l =20 B 2| AXZE HFSHOF St

A
T
1. A EDE =22 YEISH SIom AR=20] MAHS NSTHEHD Y20 ASEL,




