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I paid attention to the martial law that appeared in the aftermath of the
1923 Great Kanto earthquake as the starting point for the discussion. The
focal point of the study is Hirotsu Kazuo’s novel, Samayoeru Rukyujin,
published in 1926, which seems to have little relevance to the earthquake

or the martial law itself.

Keywords : Martial Law, Okinawa Issue, Violence, Great Kanto Earthquake,

Hirotsu Kazuo

Nationalistic Changes of Japanese Disaster Movies : Focusing on GodZzilla and
Japan Sinks_ KM Ryeo Sil

In this paper, I examine nationalistic changes of Japanese disaster
movies, Godzilla(1954), Japan Sinks(1973, 2006), and The World Sinks
Except Japan(2006) focusing on how Japanese cinema has captured
and represented disasters. These movies especially represent Japanese
fundamental and ordinary fear reflecting actual disasters. Japanese monster
film is involved with fear for the potential catastrophe, a nuclear war
even if it does not come to surface. For example, Godzilla reflecting the
Fifth Hukuryumaru incident of 1954, an incident of radiation exposure, is
accepted as “anti-nuclear movie in the ecologic point of view.” However,
the impossible eradication of Godzilla and its return mean that Japanese
potential fear is deep-rooted under American nuclear umbrella. On the
other hand, inflation and the first oil shock caused the economic crisis in
1970’s and it led to the crash of studio system. japan Sinks is based on
the bestselling science fiction written by Sakyo Komatsu, who predicted
existing Japanese society established under the postwar system would be
collapsed, by using “sinking” as a metaphor. However, by positing that
the land and the people have the intrinsic value, the critical consciousness
of the original is stuck in the nationalistic circuit. In the film version and
comic version, the original is changed into an ethnic narrative of how to
overcome the national crisis. Japan Sinks turns westernized young people
over to the nationalistic circuit through the logic that the Japanese can
overcome whatever the crisis is because the Japanese is crucially different
from other people. Remake version of Japan Sinks and The World Sinks
Except Japan based on a parody of the original fiction, made in 2006, show



more autistic and hostile nationalism. In the movies, ‘fear’ for being isolated
from its neighbouring states and the international community, a deep
‘distrust’ of the government, and ‘anxiety’ over the polarized society are
interwoven. Since the first year anniversary of 3.11 the great east Japanese
earthquake has passed by, we already have several films which reflect it.
Now it is time to think over how this national crisis has changed and will

change Japanese cinema.

Keywords : disaster movie, nationalism, Godzilla, Japan Sinks, The World

Sinks Except Japan

A Historical Review of Earthquake Prediction in Japan_KkiM Boum Soung

This paper takes a historical approach in its review of the scientific quest
for earthquake prediction in Japan, and the socio-political terrains where
these investigations were deployed. When seismology was established
in Japan in the late 19th century, the problem of earthquake prediction
interested some forerunners of the newborn science. However, as
seismicity is located underground, investigations proved difficult and
predictions could sometimes cause social panic. In the aftermath of the
Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923, a methodological turn to geophysics led
Japanese scientists to make basic rather than practical investigations. It was
in the 1960s that the desire for prediction was revisited, promoting a new
national project crossing boundaries between scientific and socio-political
realms. While criticisms of the “inability” to realize the goal have continued,
Kobe’s tragedy of 1995 stimulated critics of this branch of science to
emphasize basic research, similar to what their predecessors had argued
seven decades ago. Thus, the history of earthquake prediction in Japan
elucidates how scientific and socio-political cultures have interacted on the

subject of natural disasters and their mitigation.

Keywords : earthquake prediction, seismology, Japan, science and politics

Japan’s Nuclear Energy Policy and Korea after 3.11 _ JEON Jin Ho

Japan after 3-11 has declared a comprehensive re-examination of the

nuclear energy policy, and European nations like German are also making
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