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HEZ= Abstract

Disasters in Japanese Intellectual History _SuEki, Fumihiko

In this article, I would like to discuss the issues of natural disaster in
Japanese intellectual history from two different viewpoints.

First, I would like to investigate the recent intellectual situations in Japan
surrounding two large earthquakes: the one occurred in western part of
Japan in 1995 and the other was in the eastern part of Japan in 2011. After
the disaster in 1995, a sense of impotence prevailed in Japan. After the
disaster in 2011, the issues of the dead became an important subject in the
intellectual world.

Second, I would like to reflect on the historical development of the thought
surrounding natural disasters. In the ancient and medieval periods, the
idea of punishment from heaven, yin-yang theory and the idea of divine
wrath were the main ideas on the causes of disasters. In particular, the
idea of divine wrath was the most popular. In the early modern period,
the relations between nature and human activities became an important
topic in the intellectual world. Ando Shoeki(1703~62) was the most
exemplary philosopher who investigated the cause of the natural disaster
which he himself experienced in Tohoku district. In the world of popular
belief, trembling of a large divine catfish was thought to be the cause of
earthquake. In the modern period, Christianity introduced a new idea of

“punishment from God” as the cause of natural disasters.

Keywords : natural disaster, nature, punishment from heaven, yin-yang

theory, divine wrath, punishment from God

Disaster and Neighborhood, from Great Kanto Earthquake(1923) to
Fukushima Disaster(2011): Colony and Camp, A Contemplation from
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