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on the family. The result of this trend has manifested itself in the form of homecare murder of
the elderly. The Elderly Family is a unique novel in Japanese elderly literature in that its theme
is the euthanasia and the homecare muder of the elderly.

'The novel begins with media reports of a sensational homecare murder of the elderly that
occurred in a three-generation family in Yokohama. The police suspect a commissioned murder
based on the dead face of the victim, who appears to be asleep. The family was triggered by
a new religion called W.W.C. (Welcome Wagon Company), which allows euthanasia in the
name of God. The elderly couple is attracted by the fact that it allows euthanasia and joins,
while the son and his wife approve of their membership, hoping that their parents will be
euthanized. In the end, euthanasia is carried out in the form of murder by family members.

In Japan, discussions about euthanasia have focused on the refusal of life-sustaining
treatment. It is noteworthy that 7e Elderly Family deals with the active euthanasia of elderly
people suffering from dementia. Because patients with dementia are not believed in their will
for euthanasia. In 7he Elderly Family, family members take advantage of the dementia patient's
wish to die to project hatred and fear toward their own future.

The representation of euthanasia in The Elderly Family seems to have come closer to the
concept of euthanasia in both Japan and Korea today than the Japanese society of the 1980s.

« Keywords: euthanasia, homecare murder of the elderly, elderly literature, Shuichi Sae,

dementia

The Causes and Tasks of Abandoned Properties in the Super-Aged Society
of Japan: Focusing on Land Plots with Unknown Owners and Vacant House
Problems | LEE Ho Sang

This paper examined the fundamental causes of the abandoned property problem in the
super-aged society of Japan, and reviewed the Japanese government’s reorganization of the
abandoned property-related legal systems and related issues. To that end, this paper examined
how real estate-related legal systems affected changes in land use in the aged society with
the cases of vacant houses and land plots with unknown ownership. Direct causes of the
increase in vacant houses or owner unknown lands are not ‘unavoidable’ structural changes
in the society such as population aging and low birth rates or ‘people’s responsibility,” but are
inadequate real estate-related legal systems such as land policies, housing policies, tax policies,
and farmland policies in Japan. Consequently, problems such as unregistered inheritance,
taxation on the dead, farmland conversion for tax savings, and inheritance measures occurred,
and as Japan entered an era of low growth and population decrease, Japan’s special socio-
economic factors, such as the loss of real estate asset values in provinces acted complexly
leading to increases in abandoned properties. In order to respond to such abandoned
property problems, the Japanese government has recently enacted and revised various land-

related legal systems, such as the Vacant House Countermeasures Act, Unknown Land
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Ownership Act, Basic Land Act, and Real Estate Registration Act, but opinions pointing
out problems such as their effectiveness and legal limitations are being raised. Rather than
reorganizing the legal systems to fundamentally solve the causes of occurrence of abandoned
properties, the enactment and revisions of laws to respond only to the parts pointed out as
‘problems’ are fragmentarily carried out. Various existing regulations and tax systems created
to regulate indiscriminate land development in the era of national land development should
be reorganized comprehensively to correspond to social changes, and regions with many
abandoned properties should be approached with bold deregulation and support measures for
local regeneration or regional revitalization.

« Keywords: abandoned property, vacant house, land with unknown owners, unregistered

inheritance, inheritance measures, population aging

Intergenerational Politics of Japan in an Aging Society: A Comparison of
Welfare Attitudes Across Policy Fields | KIM Seongjo
This study attempts to empirically compare the preference of different age groups in the

welfare sector in relation to Japan’s bias towards the elderly welfare state. This study aims to
verify experientially the logical and microscopic reasonings of the so-called “silver democracy”
and further deepen our understanding of intergenerational political tensions on the welfare
state. In Japan, it is often claimed that welfare benefits are biased toward the elderly, who
account for the majority of voters, and that this leads to a political confrontation between the
retired and the working generation. In this study, differences in welfare preferences between
generations were investigated in four areas of issue—pension, medical care, education, and
unemployment—by using the ISSP survey conducted in 2016. With regard to pension, there
was a difference in preference between the age group of the 50s or older and of younger
generations. In unemployment, in contrast, there was a difference in preference between the
20s and other age groups. In the areas of health care and education, no difference in policy
preferences between age groups was observed. As such, intergenerational differences in
preference were not as great as asserted by the silver democracy theory except in the area of
pension, and the composition of these differences was more complicated than expected.

« Keywords: silver democarcy, population aging, ISSP, elderly bias, welfare attitudes

Depicting Fujoshi’s Homosocial Solidarity in the Aging Japanese Society:
Focusing on the Case of BL Metamorphosis | KIM Hyojin

In this paper, I analyze BL Metamorphosis (Tsurutani Kaori, 2017-2020), a series of women’s
comics on a friendship between a 75-year-old woman and a 17-year-old high school girl
formed through boy’s love (BL) comics set in the aging Japanese society. First, I elucidate the
social reality of the aging otaku/fujoshi as the background of the life of the elderly depicted in

this work.

322 UJHH|H 285





