Three-Year International Conference Project
The Frontier of Japanese Studies in the “Post” Era
The First-Year International Conference

Japan, Asia,
nd the Cold War Liberal Order Revisited
in the Post-post Cold War Era

TAE.XAE UM AlCHoj|

22, OkA[Of, 'EH Xtr2| M S W4olct

b

DATE December 14,2023 (Thu.) 9:30-18:00

VENUE International Conference Room, GSIS, Seoul National University
LANGUAGE English and Korean (simultaneous interpretation provided)
CONTACT ijssnu@snu.ac.kr, +82.2.880.8503

YAl 2023'9 128 142 (5) 9:30-18:00

A - MSchEn IHcHEH 28|50 (140-25 401%)

paly) £H=01, 30| (SAIEH HI3)

29 ijssnu@snu.ac.kr, +82.2.880.8503

HosTEDBY Q) |JS s

SEOL. NATIONAL UNWERSITY
INSTITUTE FOR JAPAMESE STUDIES

suppoRTEDBY TOSHIEA (R T8 3 NRE) e,

oshlba International Feuncat



Three-Year International Conference Project
The Frontier of Japanese Studies in the “Post” Era
The First-Year International Conference

Japan, Asia,
and the Cold War Liberal Order Revisited
in the Post-post Cold War Era

EAE-ZAE WH AlHoj
U=, OfA|OF, M X332 HAME Mzls|rC}



Three-Year International Conference Project The Frontier of Japanese Studies in the “Post” Era

The First-Year International Conference

Japan, Asia, and the Cold War Liberal Order Revisited in t
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The Aim of the Conference 7|E1Z|X]

The crisis of the liberal order, both domestic and international, has been deemed as a defining
characteristic signaling the end of the post-Cold War era. A defensive and nostalgic view of the Cold
War and post-Cold War liberal order, however, can be as misleading as it is obsolete. This conference
aims to reconsider the liberal order and its crisis in Asia in light of the long-term and ongoing effects of
imperialism and the Cold War. Instead of blaming the predicament simply on the rise of illiberal powers
and the growth of illiberal tendencies within democracies over recent years, we would like to open a
forum for greater critical and collaborative reflection on the current situation by illuminating the deep-
rooted nature of the crisis and the hopes and discontents engendered by the liberal order, and assess
its key achievements and limitations relative to the long Cold War.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER 7|=Z %}

Lisa Yoneyama is Professor at University of Toronto. She received Ph.D.
in anthropology at Stanford University and taught cultural studies
for many years in Department of Literature at University of California,
San Diego, where she also served as Critical Gender Studies program
director. Yoneyama's research concerns politics of memory, violence,
justice, with special focus on war, militarism, race and colonialism,
feminism, nuclearism, and transpacific Cold War and post-Cold War

1™

knowledge production. Her publications include Hiroshima Traces:

Lisa YONEYAMA Time, Space and the Dialectics of Memory (UC Press, 1999), Perilous

University of Toronto Memories: Asia-Pacific War(s) (co-edited, Duke U Press, 2001), Violence,
War; Redress: Politics of Multiculturalism (in Japanese, lwanami Shoten,
2003), and Cold War Ruins: Transpacific Critique of American Justice and
Japanese War Crimes (Duke UP, 2016) which received the 2018 Best
Book Award presented by the Association for Asian American Studies.
Cold War Ruins has been translated into Korean by Kim Ryeosil (Pusan
UP, 2023).
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Cold War Justice: Transpacific Critique of America’s Liberal Empire
‘Aol "o|(EsK): 0|=e] XtqFe| M=ol et EHALA|Y H|Y

The U.S.-led post-conflict transitional justice in the Asia-Pacific War’s aftermath not only rendered certain
violences illegible and unredressable; it also left many colonial arrangements intact, while containing
the diverging postcolonial imaginaries for sovereignty and self-determination in the institutionalized
assemblages of nation-states. In Cold War Ruins: Transpacific Critique of American Justice and Japanese
War Crimes, | argued that the transborder redress efforts especially intensifying since the 1990s to bring
justice to the victims of Japanese imperial violence can be seen as a trace of failed justice—in particular,
the failure of decolonial justice. This presentation revisits some of the argument in Cold War Ruins to
highlight how transwar, transpacific critique, as a critical methodology with which to interrogate the
disciplinary divides, helps reveal the disavowed history of violence and entanglement, while pointing to
the possibilities of justice beyond the bounds of still present Cold War formations and their structuring
legacies.
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Leo T. S. CHING

Duke University

Leo TS. Ching is professor in Japanese and East Asian cultural studies
in the Department of Asian & Middle Eastern Studies at Duke University.
He is the author of Becoming Japanese: Colonial Taiwan and the Politics
of Identity Formation (UC Press, 2001) and Anti-Japan: The Politics of
Sentiment in Postcolonial East Asia (Duke U Press, 2019). More recently,
he is a co-editor for a special issue with Profs. Doobo Shim and Irene
Fang-chi Yang on “East Asian Popular Culture in the Era of China’s Rise”
for Inter-Asia Cultural Studies (October, 2023) and is preparing a co-
edited issue with Nicolai Volland on “Archipelagic Asias” for Verge: Study
in Global Asias (forthcoming in October 2024).

0|= F3CH OfAlOtE Setat w4 U2 5! SOFA|OF 23 HFX} CHE KA
E2& Becoming Japanese: Colonial Taiwan and the Politics of Identity
Formation (UC Press, 2001)2t Anti-Japan: The Politics of Sentiment in
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Another Taiwan is Possible: Towards an Archipelagic East Asia
IE CHE Ejoj2le] 7t54: 2= (B4 5) =AM 2| SolA|oLE Esto]

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and Israel’s genocide in Gaza have exposed the contradictions and limits of
the U.S.-led “rule-based” international order in the so-called post-Cold War world. The American support
for Ukraine and Israel further alerts us to the unspoken truth that the liberal discourse of nation’s self-
determination is more about imperialist reconfiguration than decolonization for the “darker nations.”
Ironically, Taiwan has been compared to both Israel and Ukraine, to the former as a settler state and to
the latter as a democracy threatened by an authoritarian regime. Rejecting the double blackmail of either
empire or nation, this presentation argues for the archipelagic, understood as both relational and de-
continental, as a decolonial project, linking Taiwan’s postwar Cold War experience with that of Okinawa
and Jeju Island and their respective desire for justice and reconciliation.
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Deokhyo CHOI
University of Sheffield

Deokhyo Choi is a Lecturer (Assistant Professor) in Korean Studies at
the University of Sheffield, where he has taught since 2018. He received
his PhD in History from Cornell University. His research interests include
empire, decolonization, the Cold War, and the history of postwar Korea-
Japan relations. He has published numerous articles in three languages
(English, Japanese, and Korean), including “The Empire Strikes Back
from Within: Colonial Liberation and the Korean Minority Question at
the Birth of Postwar Japan, 1945-1947" (American Historical Review
126, no. 2, June 2021). Starting in January 2024, he will hold the
position of Assistant Professor of History at the University of Maryland.
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Postwar US Racial Liberalism and the Cold War in US-Occupied Japan
M= 0|=9| QIE AR Fele} 0|2 s L= M

On the night of April 24, 1948, the U.S. Commander of the Kobe Base in western Japan declared a “state
of limited emergency” in the face of a series of mass protests staged by Korean residents against the
Japanese government order to close Korean ethnic schools. The Kobe Base Commander mobilized
troops of the 24th Infantry Regiment, the largest all-Black, segregated combat units of the U.S.
Army occupying Japan, for emergency action. Under the state of emergency—and under their white
commander—the Black troops were teamed up with Japanese police forces and together they carried
out a joint “police action” and massive roundups of nearly two thousand local Korean residents. The U.S.
Occupation and Japanese authorities branded the Korean demonstrations as “red riots” and linked them
to the “Soviet-backed communist offensive” in southern Korea. My paper argues that such a coalition of
peoples of color under the American racial hierarchy was precisely a miniature of the “informal empire”
that the United States was seeking to establish in the Third World in its pursuit of global hegemony. The
significance of this event is that it was conterminous with postwar racial liberalism in the United States;
driven by “Cold War imperatives,” the Truman administration was pressing the disavowal of racist policy
and the desegregation of the military. My paper illuminates transpacific linkages of racial politics between
the United States and U.S.-occupied Japan.

19484 42 24 &, M= 1OH|7|X|2| O|Z AFF 22 L2 YR Z eIt HAHHof Bohs A= MlS0|
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0l, O|=0] MIA| THAS 275t HMBMAO =X HH “HIS A H="2] EAMO|UCHD FHEBICE oS
EHo| ZQH2 0] AtZi0] 0|2 W% QIF XtRF|2t StE2 ACh= Of QUL “dHe| RAS"0f| Z7|H ERH A
YR = ASKEHMO| RY(BTE) 2 20 L BT Z2| sl =S 7Hstn QJAACE 0] 22 0|=2t 0] FHst
LS A= S YRS EMATAIE Hetd S BIS| 10Xt BTt

13



Three-Year International Conference Project The Frontier of Japanese Studies in the “Post” Era

The First-Year International Conference

SPEAKERS £ HX}

Session |. Cold War Liberal Order and Postcolonial Asia 7 X}g-3=2| ZlA{e} EfAlOI OFAO}

Sinhyeok JUNG

Institute for
Japanese Studies,
Seoul National University

Sinhyeok Jung is HK (Humanities Korea) Research Professor at the
Institute for Japanese Studies at Seoul National University. He received
his B.A. and M.A. degrees from Yonsei University in Seoul, South Korea,
and his Ph.D. in History from the University of Toronto, where he worked
as Postdoctoral Fellow (2022-23). His research has focused on the
entangled historical interconnections between Okinawa and mainland
Japan within the broader colonial and Cold War geopolitical context.
He is currently working on a book project that examines intellectual
movements and connections between Okinawa and mainland Japan,
with a focus on critical discourses on decolonization and Asia in the
1960s and 1970s.

MBtHotn 2 AT HKATF 4 FCH L2 AFS|AL- ARSAF S, SAM|EHet
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Interrogating Peace and Democracy in Postwar Okinawa and Mainland Japan
M2 2I|Licle Y2 EEO| Hele} DIFFo|E E=CL

In this presentation | look at how critiques of postwar democracy (sengo minshushugi) in mainland
Japan and Okinawa revealed the shadows and blind spots of democratization and opened up spaces
for broader critical perspectives into the colonial violence of Cold War democracy. During the early
postwar period, postwar democracy in mainland Japan meant not only the GHQ/SCAP’s program for the
democratization of Japanese society, but also the pacifist ideals of postwar Japan based on firsthand war
experiences of the Japanese people. By the late 1960s, however, a number of critiques regarding Japan’s
postwar democracy emerged on the basis that such pacifist ideals of postwar Japan generally paid little
attention to Japan'’s colonial responsibilities, as well as in regard to Japan’s collusive relationship with
U.S. neocolonialism in Asia. The Vietnam War was a significant moment in addressing how Japan was in
fact involved in foreign wars against the ideals of the Peace Constitution. U.S.-occupied Okinawa was a
key place that demonstrated how the collusive relationship between the United States and Japan was
sustained by exploiting Okinawa as one of the pivotal strategic points for U.S. hegemony in Asia. In this
context, Okinawan critiques of postwar democracy not only addressed the Cold War aspect of American
“democratic” rule in Okinawa, but also generated nuanced interrogations of postwar democracy in
mainland Japan.
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Christopher GERTEIS

University of Tokyo /
SOAS, University of London

Christopher Gerteis is a historian of Modern and Contemporary Japan
with a particular interest in the history of class and gender. His first
book, Gender Struggles: Wage-Earning Women and Male-Dominated
Unions in Postwar Japan (Harvard, 2010), is an interdisciplinary study
of the forgotten history of wage-earning Japanese women who during
the 1950s militantly contested the socialist labor movement's revival
of many prewar notions of normative gender roles. His second book,
Mobilizing Japanese Youth: The Cold War and the Making of the Sixties
Generation (Cornell, 2021), examines the forces that shaped the political
consciousness of Japanese youth who chose to engage in radical
politics during the 1960s and 1970s. He is also the Founding Series
Editor of the academic monograph series SOAS Studies in Modern
and Contemporary Japan, published in association with Bloomsbury,
and past Chief Editor (2014-2019) of Japan Forum, the journal of the
British Association for Japanese Studies. Since 2019 he has served as
Executive Editor of the International Journal of Asian Studies, published
by Cambridge University Press.

AZat HE el FAtof| EES S F0 HFE 0|0 L7k U= L2 ZHMh
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Japan in the Global Cold War Era
=2 WA Acle] g2

This paper examines how local efforts to commemorate the Meiji Industrial Revolution have been influenced by
the Cold War legacy of incomplete decolonization by constructing a historical narrative that obscures the impact
ofindustrialization on colonial laborers, voluntary and involuntary, and its implications for Korea-Japan relations.
The author builds his examination of regional public history on scholarship on the impact of the Cold War on the
decolonization process between South Korea and Japan. Decolonization was meant to be more than the end
of colonial rule, it was also a call for resolving historical grievances and promoting equal and respectful relations
between nations and peoples. One of the critical consequences of the Cold War in Korea-Japan relations was
the unchallenged continuation of an imperial-era worldview amongst Korean and Japanese elites. This was
partly the result of the United States’ leveraging of Cold War exigencies to further its interest in countering the
spread of communism in East Asia, putting historical disputes on the back burner to prioritize strategic alliances
over genuine reconciliation, leaving deep-seated historical issues unresolved. The complexities arising from
the perpetuation of imperial-era attitudes in Japan and Korea and the resultant incomplete decolonization
process contributed to the complexity of relations today. The author offers his experiences working with the
industrial heritage community in Nagasaki as a unique perspective on navigating the complex interplay of
history, memory, and politics and perhaps suggests pathways toward historical reconciliation between Japan

and Korea.

0| 22 WMol fAtQl Oj2te| EMAITISLI| HO|X| AHHHE S 7 EstH = XHM A S0 O]X 2 AE CHAOZ Ao}, At
Hol7h (APUA =2 B[R HEA) ADIX| =SXE| 7)5 SES 20sts A MAte| =0t 1740 5H 2HA|f| OjX|= F
o2 ATECEH XXt= HH0| ot=nt = ZHo| EHARISL Mo O|Xl FEFof| CHot St=H A E HIEO = X|Ho| S5 HAIE A
EStCt EHARIgH= AMOIX|H] ZA T 0|Ale| 74, & HAM 2HO| ol A 5! =TI} PIF 7o WSSt AT EFH A TS
SHZ FUCt WHO| sHATAHof| O]Fl Z23F 2ot F StLt=, MI=F2| AICHO| MiA| 20| =MEEX| 252 xf 5t Az |E S ALO]
of| Z43UCH= MOICE 0l B2X O 2 = 0|=20| HHO| ZIHISH AZh3 7|5 2 MO} SOFA|OL0| A2 SAtFQ| kit HEX|2H=
59| 0|2UE =R X HAE A S S 5|2 0|F0] Tt SF HLF M2 SWE LMASHH, 42242 HAN EXS2
0|82 AEHZ =71 Z0t0|7| = SiCt Y21t st=20f| M X|&E|= Ml=32| AlCHe| E{=0|A OF7 |2l S0t O 2 oIst 22k
ot EtAAIg) aPH 2 @ SETIIK| = 1S O A| 2HS10 QICH MAH= LIZHAR | AIQA S S K|t 2hH| Yot 2olo| AE S
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Reto HOFMANN
Curtin University

Reto Hofmann is Senior Lecturer in History at Curtin University and a
Visiting Fellow at the Australian National University. He specializes in
modern Japanese and international history, and has wider research
interests in twentieth-century Europe (especially Italy and Germany),
fascism, imperialism, and the global Cold War. More recently, he has
started working on the history of neoliberalism from the perspective of
Japan. His works have been published in the Journal of Contemporary
History, Journal of Global History, and Journal of Asian Studiies. His
first monograph, The Fascist Effect: Japan and Italy, 1915-1952,
was published by Cornell University Press in 2015. He is working on
his second book project, a transwar history of the Japanese right,
tentatively entitled “Out of Empire: State Power and World Order in
Transwar Japan.”

FHEIC) ofArst Mol BB RA)0IN sFIYUL
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SHAE HBHOD, Bt EAl 20417] R (S8] OlE|otet SY), THAIE

AiZFo|, 22 WA S0 #7 FH0| BHAS £1 Ik 220l AxpRFS
o| 1

O HALE LEO| 2HO|M Hi2tE = AT E ARRICE 19| =22 Journal of
Contemporary History, Journal of Global History, and Journal of Asian
Studies SOl AMEIR M, 22| K tHHE The Fascist Effect: Japan and
Italy, 1915-1952= 2015 T ECH ZETHR0|IM SZHEUCE #xf L2 2
o] AMALE LR E F Huf CHl=2S ZH| SO|CH (7H|: Out of Empire: State

Power and World Order in Transwar Japan).
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Right-Wing Activists between Japan and South Korea

2 7te| 29 HIIIE

rot

Japanese right-wing nationalists are often cited as obstacles to cordial relations between Japan and
South Korea due to their historical revisionism and racism. In the 1950s and 1960s, however, a number
of influential right-wingers played important roles as mediators between the two countries. As advisors
to prime ministers, especially Kishi Nobusuke and Sato Eisaku, they performed a minkan (informal)
diplomacy at high levels. This paper focuses on the case of the right-wing fixer Yatsugi Kazuo (1899-
1983), and asks how he was able to play a central role in furthering relations between Japan and South
Korea. The paper suggests that during the Cold War both states viewed right-wingers as politically useful,
supporting official endeavors to promote bilateral relations and spiritual unity. In so doing, the paper
probes the extent to which Japan and South Korea shared a political culture of the right that originated in
the 1930s, and that enabled a significant amount of dialogue during the Cold War.

20| 9 UXRFOXS2 D59 HArFF I QIEFO = Qe At 22Xl of 2|o| ZESZE HEEILL
SHA|2E 1950012t 19600l = Rl FEE U= 2 AT SR SHAIZ SRt HL S AL 0|F2
MO MHEHOZ, £ 7|A| =2 AT (FEMN)2H ALE Ol O] AR (kR 1E) FAT|0fl 09l2 HISA IZE 2 E &
HRUCE 0] 22 LU SHEALZ H3|= OFMT| IIEL(KRR—XK, 1899-1983)2] Al2flol| F==5104, 171 o A| B2t
A LM SHY AL S+ = AASK ZECITE 0] 22 GTAY| St=a1t 20| 23, &= 2A
MH SeE STUAZI2R ot SME B S S X[-Hots, BAHLE RE¢ EXZ HFSHACI FHESHCE of2{gt
FEE TIHSH7| 218l O] =22 1930t R E 2ot 20to| X|ZHE o=t =20 0= Y2 S/IUH, I
Z10] OEH| AT A|7] O| RO{T! et 22 LholE 7He 2| YR A 20t
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Setsu SHIGEMATSU

University of California Riverside

Setsu Shigematsu is the author of Scream from the Shadows: The
Women’s Liberation Movement in Japan, and an Associate Professor
at the University of California Riverside. Her scholarly interests focus
on the relationship between US-Japanese imperialisms, gendered
state violence, feminisms and resistance movements. She is the co-
editor of Militarized Currents: Towards a Decolonized Future in Asia
and the Pacific (2010) with Keith L. Camacho. As a feminist abolitionist
filmmaker, She directed and produced Visions of Abolition: From
Critical Resistance to A New Way of Life, a documentary about the rise
of the prison industrial complex that focuses on women'’s experiences
in the prison system and the prison abolition movement. Her new
documentary films Ghosts of Adelanto and the Rise of Abolish ICE will
be released in 2024.

UL oY st 252 CHZ Scream from the Shadows: The Women's
Liberation Movement in Japan®2| MXtO|Xt UCE|HHALO|ECH Fu4 O]
Zu L2 M=ZFelel A, WojtEl 27 £, ho|L B0 MERS0 &2
H S 511 L} Keith L. Camacho@t Militarized Currents: Towards a
Decolonized Future in Asia and the Pacific(2010)& SH3iCt HO|L|IAE
WA T X| 32| (Feminist abolitionist) F2HA|ZEXI0| 7| = 8 27 HE=sta H|
&5t Visions of Abolition: From Critical Resistance to A New Way of Lifee
‘ZAHESEE) 28| (prison industrial complex)'2| 28 CIHE CHRHIEZ|Z,
WA HEet nEA HX| 233 2Ht 4 S0 Aol =St 19| Af Ct
FHE 2| Ghosts of Adelanto$} Rise of Abolish ICE= 20243 782 ¥F1
ULk
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The Gendered Optics of the Cold War:

Phantasmagoric Abstraction and Obliteration
'Wro| Mr{ehEl AJM: 2tda} 22 Fasie Ha

“The Gendered Optics of the Cold War” opens a conversation to reflect on the political and discursive
effects of how the terminology of the cold war has successfully managed epistemic containment and
achieved institutionalized facticity such that generations of scholars, researchers, policymakers and
journalists have not only adhered to but have globalized the cold war as the accepted terms of modern
historiography. This paper forwards a gendered-racialized analysis of the terminology constitutive of
the cold war by drawing upon and delineating the limits of a legacy of feminist ‘anti-war’ philosophy,
psychoanalytic and queer critique. This presentation invites symposium participants to a conversation
about the potential implications of a paradigm shift in terms of terminology and methodology of our
collective work as scholars and suggests that our replication of the term ‘cold war’ contributes to gender-
racialized processes of abstractions and obliteration that we have not yet fully reckoned with. Instead, this
paper offers an invitation to collectively generate a new language of disruption and analytics that reckons
with liberal and neoliberal complicity in systemic state violence.

Mol HCSHE AlM 2 Ol 2017} O{EH| QA ZH Z4f(epistemic containment)E HSHO = 3t

1, HESHEl AFEE S 256l o] MicHe] SFXL, AR, HQUOHRE S HAZQIC 2 BtoiF "YH'S FCHe HAL ME
(modern historiography)ollA E&&l= 81 E 1136k11 MAIRISE S Y=X|ofl CHEt HA| N, HEX AnhS0of Chal
M2l 4= QU= CHetE F Xt ot 0] 22 TO|LIAE "HH (R EY) &ek A RMA H|ZDt 0] H|H 52 A4S
Hzxstn O 3HAIE HESHH ST S L MSH= 0{of| it M 2He| 11 Q& 3Hracialized) €l 41 MAITICE O] 2
= 22| SRS HT0M AL == 0jet WHE St 2eAsh i2{CtY Teto| FIE 7Hs Mol CHEt Cistol &3
O HIIRFE S X5t “HH’ 8012 BH=Z] ALEO| OFR] 22[7F 26| motstn CHREX| X3t M-I E3 el =43}
oF YA IHE0] 7|05t YASS XI™St Xt BiCt. 0] 22 A 2N 271 Z2H K04 9] 23 |22 [HH2)
SR E CHE ME2 W (disruption)2| 21012t 2MES BHH| SHS0f LI WS H|QFetCt
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Simon AVENELL

Australian National University

Simon Avenell is a Professor at the Australian National University
specializing in modern Japanese history, civil society, social movements,
and transnational history. His work has been published in leading
journals, including The Journal of Japanese Studies, Science Technology
and Society, Environmental History, and Modern Asian Studies. His
books include Making Japanese Citizens (UC Press, 2010), Transnational
Japan in the Global Environmental Movement (Hawaii, 2017), and Asia
and Postwar Japan: Deimpetrialization, Civic Activism, and National
Identity (Harvard, 2022). He recently edited the volume Reconsidering
Postwar Japanese History (AUP, 2023) and is currently editing another
volume on Japanese civil society (with Akihiro Ogawa, forthcoming,
AUP). He is also completing a comprehensive history of postwar Japan
(forthcoming, Hawaii).

SEIEUN W L2 AL AZALR, AR 2E, EHALIME FAE A

TSt ULE The Journal of Japanese Studlies, Science Techno/ogy and
Society, Environmental History, Modern Asian Studies S &2 S&X|0f|
=22 YEMOMH, NMR2E Making Japanese Citizens (UC Press, 2010),
Transnational Japan in the Global Environmental Movement (Hawaii,
2017), Asia and Postwar Japan: Deimperialization, Civic Activism, and
National Identity (Harvard, 2022) S0| QICt. |2 Reconsidering Postwar
Japanese History (AUP, 2023)E 7|2I3iOH, ¥l Y& A|TIALZ|of 2t5t £
CHE S 27t9t 07|35 29 ZHEHD (AUP E2H 0l|F), TS L2AE SH

OZ Ma&dte thlE 2 FT Zo|Ct (Hawaii EZH0H).
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Japanese Deimperialization in the Cold War and Post-Cold War Eras:
Asia and the American Embrace
Wl TAE-UHM ACH 2=22| BiA|=12): ofAjojet O|=te] XS

War, defeat, and the collapse of empire in 1945 touched every aspect of postwar Japanese society,
profoundly shaping how the Japanese would reconstruct national identity and reengage with the
peoples of Asia. Obscured in the shadows of a resurgent Japan in the Cold War order was a postimperial
specter whose haunting presence both complicated and confounded the spiritual rehabilitation of the
nation. Within the American embrace, for a time, the Japanese were able to set aside the problematic
legacies of empire and militarism in Asia. To this extent, the Cold War and America were convenient tools
for avoiding deimperialization. But, as contradictions and conflicts grew out of Cold War conditions, new
opportunities arose for thoughtful Japanese to begin to explore their past. Cold War developments like
the Nonaligned Movement in the 1950s, the 1965 Treaty on Basic Relations Between Japan and the
Republic of Korea, the Vietnam War and, much later, the collapse of the Cold War framework in Europe, all
became key opportunities for Japanese rethink both their present and past in Asia as well as to reconsider
the deleterious effects of the American embrace on national identity and reconciliation. This presentation
will examine how various developments during the Cold War (and “post” Cold War) both hindered and
encouraged processes of deimperialization among progressive intellectuals and activists in postwar

Japan.
1945'-.39 JN, 20 HIZe| S1e ME U2 AL2| T S-S 0|X|H Y2elo| Z7FEHId S Mdsta of
AlOFH| 2! Lf CRA| 2t7| = ALl Z4A| 2HOIRICE AN £K0i A 2ot 2o J2IXtof| 7127 A2 ZAER|
= (postlmperlal)OI RYOE, A& M 0| EXie Y29 MAN 3|22 O ofyd 1 =2AZA| Lt 0j=e
S0 LEQIS2 MO HEQH2 OtA|Ote] K=, =Tl ZH|H RAUSE MME = UUCE ol T2, HH
1t 0|=2 L20| §x|=22Hdeimperialization) & Tst= Ma[3t £ THO[QUCE T2 LE M Mg L0 Zaat 250
AN 7HH, oA l=(thoughtful) YE2QISE stoig 52| 2A7HE =T EXE Stz A|7|S0| MZ0| WAL
1950FCH HISWR S, 1965 otA7 |22 HIEE T, 2|10 &M 0|R0f| 0| R0 | & UXK|H S22t 22
o MZ2R2 ZHS2 L= 210| OFAOto M2 252| oixiet HAE RHelAstL, 0|=2| E0| 252 7PN xt
stafjof] O|%l Retst FekS stz St A7|7t EQUCE 0 22 HTA|Z7|(J2| 1 EH o|=)9f Crst A=tE0|
e U2 TILH X| ARl 2 SIS ALO[of| M 20{ i EFR|=S IHE S O EA| WoliStn tE EXIM=X| HEIC
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Ji Hee JUNG

Institute for Japanese Studies,
Seoul National University

Ji Hee Jung is a historian of modern Japan and Assistant Professor
at the Institute for Japanese Studies, Seoul National University. Her
research explores the possibilities and challenges mass democracy has
brought to the modern world with a focus on the role of the media as
an intermediary between everyday life and politics. Her research has
focused on the making of imperial and postwar subjects in transwar
Japan, the post-postwar transformation of Japanese mediascapes,
and the reconsideration of postwar democracy as a form of Cold War
liberalism. Her articles and book chapters in English and Japanese have
appeared in Modern Asian Studies (2021), The Resonating East Asian
History (Hibikiau Higashiajia-shi, U of Tokyo Press, 2019), and The Affect
of Difference (U of Hawai'i Press, 2016). Her recent articles in Korean
include “Japanese Media and Postwar Democracy: ‘Fair and Objective
News Reporting’ as the Principle of Cold War Liberalism” and “Postwar
Democracy and Its Enemies: Tell-All Media in Occupied Japan and Cold
War Liberalism.”

HAPA T (HK). L2 ZHHCAF HARX
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ZI3l FO|Ct. Modern Asian Studies (2021), T
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Hawai'i Press, 2016) S0l ¢ 71 YHEIM D, X20] st=x0{2 E7tet =202
S rol= o|C|ofQt ME QI=Zo|: ‘BmECl . Mt H =’ 2| o] HF AP K1
(2022), TH= QIEFolet O ME: 0|2 7| L2o| Zlet Z= 0|C|ofet WM™

XtRZ2|1(2020)7F QUL

24

Japan, Asia, and the Cold War Liberal Order Revisited in the Post-post Cold War Era
EAE-EAE W Aljoll 22, OfAlo}, WH XtRFe| LME MBIt

Japan’s Postwar Democracy in the Long Cold War:

Primer of Democracy and Cold War Liberalism
7| s} YEo| E QFFol WA TRIEFo|y of WM Xt{Fo

The proponents of postwar democracy in Japan have focused on defending its tradition against rising post-
postwar trends such as neo-nationalism, neo-conservatism, and historical revisionism. Yet their attempts to
reassert it as representative of a timeless universal spirit and progressive values often obfuscates the historicity
of its foundation and the deeper roots of the current democratic crisis in Japan. My paper problematizes
such perspectives by focusing on the case of a repeatedly published educational text on postwar democracy
entitled Primer of Democracy. Jointly produced by the U.S. occupation personnel, Japanese intellectuals, and
the Ministry of Education, and published in 1948 and 1949, the Primer of Democracy was Japan's first postwar
textbook on democracy used in both formal middle and high-school and social education. More importantly,
the textbook has been repeatedly brought back to public attention throughout the postwar and post-postwar
eras by Japanese progressive intellectuals who view it as a canonical text on democracy. My study situates
its production at the intersection of de-imperialization and the formation of the Cold War liberal order and
considers the premises and characteristics of the specific idea of democracy presented in the textbook as
deeply embedded in such a historical context By so doing, | propose to reconsider the recurrent understanding
of Japan’s postwar democracy as a form of Cold War liberalism. This approach will open up the possibility to
reassess the accomplishments and limitations of postwar democracy within the specific historical circumstance
of the long Cold War in Asia, instead of insisting on preserving the postwar liberal order at all costs.
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Hitomi KOYAMA

Leiden University

Hitomi Koyama is an Assistant Professor at Leiden Institute for
Area Studies at Leiden University, the Netherlands. Koyama is
an International Relations theorist working at the intersection
of comparative political theory, global intellectual history, and
discourses Asianism in Japanese international political thought. She
completed her Ph.D. at Johns Hopkins University and holds a B.A.
with Honors from University of California San Diego. Before coming to
Leiden, Koyama worked at the Japan Institute of International Affairs,
held academic appointments at Ritsumeikan University as Associate
Professor and Associate Dean, and Australian Catholic University.
Her first book, On the Persistence of the Japanese History Problem:
Historicism and the International Politics of History (Routledge, 2018)
asks why postwar Japanese society remains caught in an impasse
over atonement for its imperialist past. She has published in edited
volumes as well as articles in International Affairs, International
Relations of the Asia-Pacific, and Contexto Internacional.

HZztE 2to|dic X|HetHATA(LIAS) Zu4. 2H|2A O|27t2 H|uFA|
OIZ, MA| X|dAL L& 2H| "K| Arebe| OfA|OFR2] BHHES| WAHOM AT
£ 0[0{7t1 UCE. 0|7 EAZZIACHOIM EIALSIRIE 2AOH UC MC|of| 10
OlM RS2 = StAISRE HACE 2HO[HICHO| R US| Holl= Y2 =M =2
A0 M 2RHOM, 2| XH[0|ZCHO|A il 3 2ot s, =3
7tERICHOl| N BhAte abg S OFSICE R W XM On the Persistence of the
Japanese History Problem.” Historicism and the International Politics
of History(Routledge, 2018)= M= Y2At3|7t off M=2F2|H a7l &
Z| SN0l A mEFAEfO] WEX|H| = A=K BESICL. International Affairs,
International Relations of the Asia-Pacific, Contexto Internacional & &
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Don’t Leave Me, daremo inai:
The Cruel Optimism of the Liberals in Post-post Cold War Japan
Don’t Leave Me, O} E $i0f: EAE-BTAE WA AL Y& a|#zio] X=st Lhatxo)

Postwar Japanese international political thought has often been framed as the contentions between
the liberals and the conservatives, or between the leftists and the right-wings, where the relation
between the liberals and the leftists are blurred and opposed against the similarly lumped together
conservatives and the right-wings. The various positions are mapped along the question of whether
one is for or against the amendment of Article 9, the no war clause in the constitution. In general, the
leftists are understood to be critical of the United States, whereas the conservatives are understood to
be complicit in the sustaining of the U.S. global war machine which anchors the post-Cold War liberal
order. In this paper, | show that the liberals are in fact in the relation of cruel optimism with the United
States. What on surface appears to be opposing camps on the debate about peace is in fact dependent
on the existence of the U.S. global war machine. If the liberals do not come to terms with this cruel
optimism, a realist approach to international politics will continue to prevail in the eyes of the public.
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Seijin CHANG | ZMZI
Hallym University

Seijin Chang is an Associate Professor at Hallym Academy of Sciences,
Hallym University. She received her Ph.D. in Korean language and
literature at Yonsei University. Her research interest focuses on
East Asian Cold War culture formulated since the 1945 with the
US intervention. She has published numerous articles and books
including Imagined America (Pureun Yeoksa, 2012), Sad Asia: Korean
Intellectuals’ Journey to Asia (Pureun Yeoksa, 2012), Hidden Future:
Lineage of Post-Cold War Imaginations (Pureun Yeoksa, 2019). She also
translated Marukawa Tetsushi's Cold War Culture (Nermer Books, 2010)
and Collected Anthology of Chang Hydk-chu Vols. 1-2 (Somyung Books,
2019).
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Sang-wook NAM | H4<

Incheon National University

Sang-wook Nam is an Associate Professor in the Department of
Japanese Language and Literature at Incheon National University. His
research interest lies in comparative literature and comparative cultural
studies, with a special focus on Japanese representations of the US in
Cold War and post-Cold War literature and culture. He has published
multiple works on the topic, including “Representations of US Bases
in Japan and the Korean War in Postwar Japanese Literature” (2021),
“Representation of ‘Violence’ in Astro Boy” (2020), and “Cold War and
Representation of ‘Monkey” (2018).
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Jung-Sun Han is a professor at the College of International Studies,
Korea University. Majoring in modern and contemporary Japanese
history and culture, Han has worked on the interwar and wartime
Japanese political thoughts and the Japan-Korea relations via visual
culture of modern Japan. Han’s books include, An Imperial Path to
Modernity: Yoshino Sakuzo and a New Liberal Order in East Asia, 1905-

1937 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2013) and Drawing an
Empire: Japanese Cartoon Journalism and Colonization of Korea (co-
Jung-Sun HAN | 8FgM authored, Seoul: lichogak, 2006). The latter book, Drawing an Empire,
has won the best academic book prize in Korea and has been translated
into Japanese (Tokyo: Akashi Shoten, 2010). Han has also co-edited Risk

Management in East Asia: Systems and Frontier Issues (Cham: Palgrave

Korea University

Macmillan, 2021) with colleagues in Fudan and Kobe Universities.
Currently, Han's research focuses on the contemporary Japanese civic
activities on conserving war-related sites, and the works on the topic
are “The Heritage of Resentment and Shame in Postwar Japan” (Japan
Focus, 2017) and “Darkling Ventures: Conserving and Recasting War
Heritage in Japan” (Journal of Contemporary History, 2023).
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